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DRUG  REHAB  PLAN 
IS  UNDER  FIRE 


by  Victor  Miller 

-Another  battle  royal  is  in  the  works  in 
the  Northeast  Mission  Industrial  Zone 
(NEMIZ);  this  time  it  is  over  the  creation  of  a 
residential  drug  treatment  center  at  17th  and 
Alabama  Streets. 

Last  year,  over  strong  neighborhood 
protest,  the  NEMIZ  was  being  promoted  by 
some  City  officials  as  the  site  for  the  exclusive 
development  of  bioscience  industry.  Now  the 
Jordan  administration  has  quietly  dropped  this 
impractical  scheme  and  begun  an  equally  un- 
popular campaign  to  allow  Walden  House, 
which  operates  13  drug  treatment  and  sober 
housing  facilities  in  San  Francisco,  to  create 
what  is  a 200  (so  far)-bed  facility  for  homeless 
addicts  in  the  NEMIZ.  This  is  underway  even 
before  rival  land  use  plans,  the  product  of 
two-and-a-half-years  of  painstaking  work  by 
community  activists,  have  been  given  a final 
review  by  the  City  Planning  Commission. 

Opposition  to  the  publicly  funded  $9.9- 
million  Walden  House  project  comes  from 
neighbors  and  business  owners  concerned 
about  increased  crime;  planning  advocates 
who  see  the  project  as  a monkeywrench  in  their 
development  plans  for  the  area;  and  service 
organizations  working  with  Mission  District 
homeless,  who  are  angered  that  the  over- 
whelming majority  of  Walden  House  clients 
will  come  from  outside  the  community. 

Others  are  concerned  that  nearly  $10  mil- 
lion in  federal,  state  and  City  funds  are  being 
misspent  on  converting  an  overpriced 
warehouse  into  a residential  building  when  less 
costly  options  are  available  elsewhere  in  the 
City.  After  surveying  over  50  sites,  Walden 
House  selected  400  Alabama  St.,  a white- 
elephant  property  owned  by  Dennis  Flaherty, 
who  also  owns  Walden  House  Headquarters 
at  520  Townsend  St.  — a happenstance  that 
has  raised  more  than  a few  eyebrows.  (See 
Mission  Broadsidcr  column  on  page  5.) 

In  spite  of  this.  City  government,  the  dis- 
penser of  most  of  the  funds  for  the  project,  can 
be  expected  to  pretty  much  give  Walden 
House  the  location  it  wants.  City  agencies  have 
simply  been  unable  to  cope  with  the  special 
problems  posed  by  homeless  addicts.  Even  its 


harshest  critics  concede  that  Walden  House,  in 
its  25  years  of  dealing  with  all  of  manner  of 
substance  abuse,  has  established  a solid  record 
of  success. 

The  main  thrust  of  the  City’s  homeless 
program  has  been  Matrix,  which,  with  some 
law  enforcement  encouragement,  is  supposed 
to  put  the  homeless  in  touch  with  appropriate 
social  services.  When  those  services  are  nonex- 
istent or  in  critically  short  supply,  which  has 
been  the  case  since  Matrix  started,  people  are 
not  helped  but  merely  herded  from  one  place 
(downtown)  to  another  (the  Mission  and  other 
neighborhoods).  The  treatment  center 
proposed  for  400  Alabama  St.  would  be  a sig- 
nificant step  in  dealing  with  this  issue,  and 
Walden  House  is  one  of  the  very  few  organiza- 
tions with  the  requisite  experience  to  run  such 
an  operation;  this  qualification  gives  them 
tremendous  bargaining  power  with  the  City. 

PUBLIC  SAFETY 

So  far,  the  public  safety  issue  has  not  been 
one  where  Walden  House  critics  have  won 
many  points.  According  to  Walden  House 
president  and  chief  executive  officer  Alfonso 
Acampora,  “There  has  been  not  one  incident 
of  violence  associated  with  any  of  our  facilities 
throughout  our  25-year  history.”  As  of  yet,  no 
one  has  challenged  that  statement.  Acampora 
has  frequently  invited  critics  to  visit  Walden 
House  facilities  and  has  produced  several 
form-letter  endorsements  signed  by  neighbors 
of  Walden  House’s  Haight  Street  program. 
Walden  House  has  for  the  last  several  years 
operated  a nonresidential  counseling  center  at 
15th  and  Mission.  Their  co-tenant  in  that 
building,  Rainbow  Grocery,  gave  Walden 
House  high  marks  for  being  well  run  and  a 
good  neighbor. 

There  is  the  question  of  whether  or  not 
what  is  proposed  for  Alabama  Street,  the 
“STEPS  Project,"  is  comparable  toother  Wal- 
den House  residential  programs.  “Of  course  it 
isn’t!"  said  Judy  West,  a longtime  live/work 
activist  now  living  at  Project  Artaud,  just  across 
the  street  from  400  Alabama.  West,  a member 
of  the  STEPS  Project  Community  Advisory 
Committee  set  up  by  Walden  House  to  deal 
with  neighborhood  concerns,  told  the  News: 


“In  other  programs  people  are  on  probation  or 
have  some  other  incentive  to  stay  in  the  pro- 
gram. Here  people  will  get  picked  up  off  the 
street  and  Walden  House  has  to  take  them 
whether  they  want  to  or  not.” 

Acampora  responded  to  the  suggestion 
that  the  STEPS  Project  constituted  a more 
challenging  population  than  in  Walden 
House’s  other  projects  by  slicking  a finger 


toward  his  mouth  and  pretending  to  throw  up. 
implying  the  very  idea  was  ridiculous:  “The 
only  difference  is  that  all  the  different  types  of 
services  we  offer  will  be  under  one  roof,’’  he 
said. 

HOW  BIG  IS  IT  ? 

Besides  the  fact  that  the  STEPS  Project 
CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  4 


THE  AX  FALLS  - 
IN  SCHOOLS  FIGHT 


by  Victor  Miller 

The  fight  over  whether  or  not  Las 
Americas  Children’s  Center  and  Moscone 
School  are  to  be  demolished  has  taken  another 
nasty  turn:  Las  Americas  site  administrator 
Frank  Lopez  was  not  renewed  in  that  position 
when  his  contract  expired  last  month.  Ixipez 
has  been  a member  of  the  Ad  Hoc  Committee 
on  Mission  Schools,  formed  by  the  School 
Board  earlier  this  year  to  resolve  the  con- 
troversy over  Superintendent  of  Education  Bill 
Rojas’  plan  to  relocate  the  two  schools  and 
build  a new  John  O’Connell  High  School  on 
the  vacated  20th  and  Treat  site.  The  Commit- 
tee has  been  openly  hostile  to  the  Rojas  Plan. 
As  a member  of  the  Committee,  Lopez  sug- 
gested a petition  drive  in  the  community  as  a 
show  of  support  for  maintaining  the  schools  as 
they  are. 

According  to  Lopez,  this  action  got  him  an 
angry  phone  call  from  Rojas:  “The  Superin- 
tendent asked  me  how  one  of  his  ad- 
ministrators could  allow  parents  to  think  a new 
building  was  not  in  their  best  interests.  I told 
him  I could  only  empower  the  parents  to  make 
a decision;  I could  not  control  the  decision  they 
made.  I said  I gave  them  all  the  information 
provided  by  his  staff,  plus  they  have  intuitive 
information  — they  come  to  the  schools  every 
day  and  they  can  see  that  they  don’t  need  to  be 
torn  down.” 

What  is  most  perplexing  about  the  de  facto 
firing  of  Lopez  is  that  last  December  he  was 
interviewed  by  Rojas  as  a finalist  for  the  posi- 
tion of  Director  of  the  Child  Development 
Program,  where  he  would  have  overseen  32 
separate  sites  throughout  the  district.  Now, 
less  than  6 months  later,  after  21  years  with  the 
School  District  and  12  of  those  at  Las 


Americas,  Lopez  has  been  removed  from  his 
position  without  explanation.  “ They  didn’t 
come  out  and  say  to  me  I wasn’t  cutting  it  for 
this  or  that  reason,  but  it  became  increasingly 
obvious  that  if  I did  think  opposite  to  the 
Superintendent’s  thinking,  I wasn’t  going  to  be 
part  of  his  administration.” 

When  asked  specifically  whether  or  not  the 
District’s  failure  to  renew  his  contract  was  a 
direct  result  of  the  Committee’s  opposition  to 
the  Rojas  Plan,  Lopez  said  “I  asked  my  super- 
visors this  and  they  did  not  deny  it.  If  I’ve  last 
my  position  at  Las  Americas  for  that,  because 
of  their  perception  of  my  role  in  the  com- 
munity, it  sends  out  the  wrong  message.  I 
believe  that  if  my  contract  were  renewed  on  the 
merits  of  my  work,  it  would  be  renewed.” 
I>opez  is  a tenured  San  Francisco  teacher 
and  will  be  reassigned  to  a teaching  job  some- 
time in  June;  but  he  obviously  regrets  leaving 
Las  Americas,  where  he  helped  develop  many 
innovative  programs  over  the  years.  "Among 
the  things  I'm  proud  of  are  the  Early  Preven- 
tion Mental  Health  Program,  an  integrated 
staff  and  a Bilingual  Support  Group  for 
parents.”  Lopez  also  takes  a good  deal  of 
satisfaction  in  the  creation  of  Mistral  park  on  a 
stretch  of  old  Southern  Pacific  property  ad- 
jacent to  the  school.  This  park  came  about  as 
a joint  project  Of  Las  Americas\Moscone  and 
the  surrounding  community.  “I  think  is 
remarkable  that,  in  the  inner  city,  people  have 
been  able  to  plan  and  maintain  this  park  them- 
selves.” Lopez  is  worried  that  if  the  Rojas  Plan 
goes  through,  the  park  will  be  destroyed.  Al- 
though the  School  District  has  said  this  won’t 
be  the  case,  Lopez  has  his  doubts  and  points 
out  that  the  District  administrators  also 
promised  a referendum  on  the  Las  Americas\ 
Moscone  issue  by  May.  This  has  not  happened. 
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Neighborhood  Self-Reliance  Loan  Program 


Bank  of  Canton  of  California  is  now  offering  a special  program  that  may. 
meet  your  special  financial  needs.  Our  Neighborhood  Self-Reliance  Loan 
Program  can  help  you  get  a loan  faster  than  you  think! 

Our  program  is  designed  to  offer  loans  which  are  more  affordable  especially 
for  families  with  limited  annual  household  income  and  for  small  businesses 
with  limited  capital. 


FEATURES  / BENEFITS 
Purpose  of  Loan 


Education,  Job  Training,  Personal  (family  emergency  needs). 
Small  Business  and  Purchase  of  Commercial  Vehicle 
(e.g.  Truck)  with  commercial  registration. 


Qualifications  Clean  Credit  History,  Annual  Household  Income  of 

$17,000  or  less  for  Education,  Job  Training,  Personal;  or 
Initial  Capital  of  $30,000,  or  less  for  Small  Business  and 
Purchase  of  Commercial  Vehicle  * 

Loan  Amount  Up  to  $ 1 5,000  per  household  or  per  business  entity 

Repayment  Up  to  84  months 

Interest  Rate  4%  Annual  Percentage  Rate,  Fixed 

* For  example,  on  a loan  of  $5,000.  with  an  84  month 
term,  monthly  payment  is  $68.35. 

Please  contact  Bank  of  Canton  of  California  Loan  Representatives 
to  find  out  more  about  this  special  loan  program. 


San  Francisco/  Bay  Area; 


415/391-8912  • 415/421-5215 
415/989-4088  • 415/681-5333 
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BONK  OF  CBNTON 
OF  CALIFORNIA 

A Tradition  of  Honest  Banking 


Established  1937 


Member  FDIC 
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LENDER 


We  reserve  the  right  to  change  our  lending  program,  practices 
and  requirements  at  any  time  without  notice. 


BOOKSHOP 
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GUEST  OPINION 


SLOW  POISONING,  SLOWER  CURE 


by  Myrna  Melgar 


A-AV/AW  * 


Tt 


he  mainstream  media  have  expressed 
a lot  of  concern  lately  about  lead  poisoning. 
We  hear  warnings  about  eating  from  glazed 
Mexican  pottery  and  drinking  juice  from  im- 
ported cans.  But  did  you  know  that  if  the  paint 
on  your  apartment  walls  had  lead  in  it  and  was 
poisoning  you  and  your  kids,  there  is  nothing 
in  the  rent  ordinance  or  the  housing  code  that 
would  force  your  landlord  to  remove  it?  Or 
that  if  the  paint  is  removed  improperly  (by 
scraping)  it  can  poison  you  even  worse,  but 
there  is  no  City  regulation  to  make  sure  it’s 
done  properly? 

What  is  most  alarming  is  that  the  media 
portray  this  as  a “public  health”  problem  — not 
the  environmental  and  social  justice  issue  it 
really  is.  In  San  Francisco,  where  most  lead 
poisoning  comes  from  exposure  to  paint,  the 
poisoned  children  are  usually  poor,  of  color, 
and  live  in  substandard  housing.  Although 


many  groups  have  started  doing  education, 
PODER!  (People  Organizing  to  Demand  En- 
vironmental Rights,  a grassroots  organization 
based  in  the  Mission)  is  the  only  group  organiz- 
ing people  around  the  issue. 

Before  1950  most  housepaint  contained 
lead;  but  as  its  dangers  were  recognized,  legis- 
lation reduced  and  eventually  banned  lead  as 
an  ingredient.  Although  no  one  has  ever 
tested  the  housing  stock  in  San  Francisco,  it 
seems  likely  that  most  buildings  predating 
1950  (and  that’s  most  buildings  in  San  Francis- 
co) have  lead  on  their  walls.  With  time,  paint 
chips  off  the  walls,  turning  into  a fine,  sticky 
dust  which  gets  into  cracks,  rugs,  furniture, 
toys,  etc.  For  small  children,  who  put  every- 
thing in  their  mouths,  the  danger  is  obvious; 
but  it  is  also  a danger  for  older  children  and 
adults  who  inhale  the  dust.  And  people  who 
live  in  badly  maintained  units  are  most  at  risk. 

Of  the  children  tested  in  the  Mission,  12 
percent  have  elevated  blood  lead  levels.  Be- 
cause lead  poisoning  often  shows  no  physical 
symptoms  (or  symptoms  similar  to  other  con- 
ditions) it  is  easy  to  ignore  or  misdiagnose.  But 
for  the  children  affected,  their  families  and 
ultimately  their  communities,  lead  poisoning 
has  tremendous  repercussions.  Once  in  the 
body,  lead  damages  the  nervous  system  and 
brain.  It  causes  Attention  Deficit  Disorder, 
hyperactivity,  and  lowers  IQ.  In  a recent  study, 
children  who  had  high  blood  lead  levels  as 


toddlers  were  seven  times  more  likely  to  drop 
out  of  elementary  school  and  six  limes  more 
likely  to  drop  out  of  high  school  than  other 
children.  In  communities  where  children  are 
already  threatened  by  violence  and  poverty, 
the  effects  of  lead  can  be  devastating.  Once 
damage  has  been  done,  it  is  permanent.  Treat- 
ment can  lower  the  level  of  lead  in  the  blood, 
but  nothing  can  reverse  its  effects.  Symptoms 
to  watch  out  for  are  nausea,  stomach  cramps, 
loss  of  appetite/weight  loss,  hyperactivity, 
anemia  and  loss  of  attention  span. 

San  Francisco  is  years  behind  other 
municipalities  in  dealing  with  the  problem. 
Lead  is  not  mentioned  anywhere  in  our  hous- 
ing or  health  codes;  the  presence  of  lead  is  not 
even  considered  a nuisance.  In  December 
1992,  the  Board  of  Supervisors  unanimously 
approved  an  ordinance  to  deal  with  the  prob- 
lem of  lead  in  San  Francisco.  The  actual  “how 
to”  of  the  ordinance  was  left  up  to  two 
“citizens’  committees”  representing  a broad 
range  of  interests.  One,  the  Hazard  Reduc- 
tion Committee,  was  given  six  months  to 
produce  guidelines  for  reducing  or  eliminating 
lead  in  buildings  where  poisoned  children  have 
been  found.  As  of  today,  nothing  has  come  out 
of  the  process.  This  means  that,  a year  and  a 
half  after  the  ordinance  was  passed,  there  are 
still  poisoned  children  living  in  those  buildings, 
constantly  exposed  to  lead. 

Last  month,  15  members  of  PODER!  and 


their  children  went  to  the  Hazard  Reduction 
Committee  meeting  to  present  guidelines  for 
dealing  with  lead-contaminated  buildings. 
Surprisingly,  the  committee  chairman  tried  to 
prevent  them  from  speaking  during  the  public 
comment  portion  of  the  meeting.  Although 
the  guidelines  PODER!  presented  were  finally 
approved  by  the  committee,  the  incident  shows 
that  public  involvement  has  not  only  been 
missing  but  has  even  been  unwelcome  in  this 
whole  process.  Any  real  solution  will  be  con- 
troversial, because  landlords  don’t  want  to  pay 
for  it,  realtors  are  afraid  property  values  will 
drop,  and  tenants  don't  want  their  rents  raised. 
But  the  price  of  avoiding  controversy  has  been 
that  nothing  is  getting  done.  An  end  to  lead 
poisoning  will  not  come  until  the  public  is  in- 
volved. 

If  you  are  interested  in  organizing  and  par- 
ticipating in  the  campaign  to  end  lead  poison- 
ing, call  PODER!  at  431-4210. 


PROFESSIONAL  PSYCHICS  AND  ASTROLOGERS 

TAROT  CARD,  PALM PSYCHIC  READINGS 

WEALTH,  LOVE,  SUCCESS  AND  HAPPINESS 


SPIRITUALISTS: 
There's  Good  News 
Waiting  for  You 


ASTROLOGY 


18  or  older 

THE  PSYCHIC  LINE  • 1-900-990-9721  ext.  614  Only  2.  98  per  minute 
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DRUG  REHAB  CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  ONE 


will  be  dealing  with  hard-core  homeless  ad- 
dicts, the  operation’s  increasing  size  has  caused 
concern.  In  February  of  this  year,  Walden 
House  announced  plans  for  a 150-bcd  facility. 
A few  months  later  it  was  200.  A letter  Walden 
House  sent  to  the  neighbors  on  May  3 put  the 
numbers  at  “50  beds  (7-21  days),  residential 
treatment  (6  months)  approximately  120  beds, 
and  clean  and  sober  housing  35-50  beds.” 
That’s  205  to  220  beds.  Acampora,  although 
saying,  “I’m  not  a numbers  man.  Don’t  ask  me 
about  numbers,”  was  willing  to  commit  to  “ a 
maximum  of  200  beds.” 

One  who  expressed  reservations  about  the 
project’s  size  was  Supervisor  Susan  Leal,  who 
earlier  this  year  held  public  hearings  to  deter- 
mine why  Walden  House  had  not  used  a $4- 
million  federal  HUD  grant  it  had  been  given  in 
1992  to  fund  the  STEPS  Project.  Leal  went  out 
and  found  Walden  House  a site  at  7th  and 
Market;  it  wasn’t  big  enough  for  them.  Leal, 
whose  initial  interest  was  to  put  the  $4  million 
in  homeless  funds  to  work,  now  says,  “I’m 
concerned  that  they  keep  trying  to  put  together 
something  much  more  massive  than  what’s 
immediately  needed.”  Acampora  insists  the 
200-bed  size  is  necessary  “to  make  an  impact." 

WHO  BENEFITS? 

Perhaps  the  strongest  opposition  to  Wal- 
den House’s  plans  comes  from  the  least  ex- 
pected quarter:  Mission-based  homeless 
organizations.In  January,  Andrew  Hayes, 
community  liaison  for  the  STEPS  project,  said 
Walden  House  was  working  cooperatively  with 
AYUDA,  a Latino  homeless  project  and  the 
Day  Laborer’s  Program  baseg  in  Franklin 
Park.  By  May  there  was  little  cooperation 
going  on.  Director  of  the  Day  Laborer’s  Pro- 
gram Herman  Martinez  and  AYUDA  coor- 
dinator Richard  Marquez  had  both  requested 
that  the  STEPS  Project  do  80  percent  of  their 
client  intake  from  the  Mission  and  that  the 
program  be  completely  bilingual  and  bicul- 
tural.  Martinez  said,  “This  is  a mailer  of  getting 
them  to  respect  the  Mission  and  respect  the 
Mission’s  population.”  He  also  said  that  he’d 
had  no  contact  with  Walden  House  for  two 
months.  He  was  irate  that  Walden  House 
would  make  no  specific  commitment  to  serve 
Mission  residents.  Marquez  accused  Walden 
House  of  being  a “Eurocentric  feifdom  who 
comes  in  here,  builds  their  castle  and  puts  a 
moat  around  it.”  He  claimed  that  Walden 
Houses  clientele  was  “only  5 percent  Latino” 
and  that  there  was  no  cooperation  between 
Walden  House  and  AYUDA.  “They’re  just 
pimping,  giving  the  appearance  of  working 
with  us.” 

Acampora  claims  that  funding  restrictions 
preclude  any  type  of  preferential  treatment  to 
Mission  residents.  Wayne  Clark,  head  of  Com- 
munity Substance  Abuse  Services  (CSAS)  for 
the  S.F.  Public  Health  Department,  disagreed: 
“On  a Citywide  basis,  27  percent  of  people  in 
substance  abuse  programs  are  from  the  Mis- 
sion. I think  we  can  come  up  with  a mechanism 
to  guarantee  at  least  that  number  in  the 
STEPS  Project."  Since  CSAS  is  the  largest 
single  source  of  funding  for  Walden  House 
programs,  Clark’s  opinion  should  be  definitive. 
Confronted  with  this,  Acampora  responded, 
"Oh,  yeah,  well;  if  Wayne  Clark  said  that,  let 
Wayne  Clark  write  it  in  my  contract." 

John  Phillips,  information  officer  for  the 
regional  office  of  HUD,  the  original  source  of 
STEPS  Project  funding,  said,  “I  am  aware  of 


no  rule  that  prevents  a neighborhood  from 
receiving  preferential  treatment.”  But  even  27 
percent  is  not  going  to  satisfy  Martinez,  who 
says  he  has  a list  of  60  people  who  are  badly  in 
need  of  drug  treatment:  “27  percent?  Kjss  my 
ass.  And  you  can  quote  me  on  that.”  Martinez 
has  vowed  to  “organize  and  demonstrate" 
against  the  STEPS  Project. 

Walden  House  may  need  to  reassess  the 
way  they  do  business  in  neighborhoods.  Be- 
sides the  Mission  uproar,  there  are  problems 
for  a smaller  Walden  House  program  treating 
young  women  planned  for  Farallones  St  in 
Ingleside.  Ena  Aguierre,  who  works  at  the  Mis- 
sion Education  Project  but  lives  in  the  In- 
gleside area,  attended  a number  of  community 
meetings  on  the  Farallones  program.  She  had 
some  strong  views  about  Walden  House 
methods:  “We  do  not  want  them,  because  they 
are  not  taking  in  young  people  from  our  neigh- 
borhood and  they  didn’t  let  anybody  in  the 
neighborhood  know  about  this.  They  bring  in 
a program  that  is  a closed  circle,  with  noway  to  j 
interact  with  the  community."  s 

LAND  USE  ISSUES  c 

. 4> 

Readers  of  this  paper  will  recall  that  over  2° 
the  last  two-and-a-half  years,  the  NEMIZ  has^ 
been  a hot  item  in  local  political  battles.  For  the  o' 
last  year,  competing  plans  on  how  to  best  tap  § 
the  area’s  potential  to  create  jobs,  increase  the  £ 
tax  base  and  stimulate  existing  enterprises 
have  focused  on  what  proved  to  a crackpot 
economic  nostrum  called  the  “Bioscience  Spe- 
cial Use  District.”  Business  owners,  the 
NEMIZ  live/work  community  and  housing  ad- 
vocates seemed  to  have  been  on  the  verge  of 
resolving  their  differences  and  at  last  agreeing 
on  a development  scenario  for  the  Zone  when 
Walden  House  emerged  on  the  scene.  North- 
east Mission  Business  Association  president 
Gwen  Kaplan  said:  “ We  haven’t  taken  a vote 
yet,  but  1 can  tell  you  that  our  organization  is 
overwhelmingly  opposed  [to  the  STEPS 
Project).  We’ve  been  working  for  over  two 
years  on  plans  with  people  from  the  City,  and 
we  thought  this  area  was  going  to  be  for 
economic  development  and  jobs.  Now  some 
other  part  of  the  government  comes  up  with 
this.  Does  the  right  hand  know  what  the  left  is 
doing?” 

Victor  Vitland,  a local  property  owner  who 
has  taken  a strong  interest  in  the  STEPS 
project,  questioned  whether  a residential 
usage,  regardless  of  its  clinical  aspects,  would 
be  compatible  with  an  industrial  setting.  “It’s 
obviously  going  to  be  a problem,”  he  said. 
Vitland  is  reportedly  preparing  to  take  legal 
action  against  the  STEPS  Project  but  would 
confirm  only  that  he  had  talked  to  attorneys 
and  was  proceeding  with  his  own  investiga- 
tions. 

Ron  Norlin,  owner  of  the  South  of  Market- 
based  Mail  House,  has  already  decided  against 
relocating  his  business  to  17th  and  Harrison 
because  of  the  STEPS  Project.  Whether 
Norlin’s  decision  is  well-founded  or  not,  it’s  not 
good  news  for  a district  that  has  been  strug- 
gling so  hard  to  build  itself  up , 

The  next  meeting  of  the  Walden  House 
Neighborhood  Advisory  Committee  will  be  on 
Tuesday,  June  8,  at  Developing  Environments, 
540  Alabama  St.  #210,  at  5 p.m. 


MARIA  ELENA 
PALMA 
1953- 1994 
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This  shrine  to  Maria  Elena  was  made  by  co-workers  at  Rainbow  Grocery. 

her  friends  and  family  waved  goodbye.  In  the 


On  May  6,  1994,  Maria  Elena  Palma 
died  after  suffering  from  a severe  asthma  at- 
tack brought  on  by  an  allergic  reaction.  She 
was  40.  Maria  Elena  was  much  loved  by  the 
community.  She  was  very  active  in  the 
solidarity  work  of  many  different  movements. 
She  leaves  behind  two  sons,  Sol,  9 years  old; 
and  Gustavo,  11  years  old;  as  well  as  her 
mother,  stepfather,  3 sisters  and  1 brother. 
Maria  Elena,  who  worked  at  Rainbow  Grocery 
for  10  years,  left  her  coworkers  and  friends,  far 
and  wide,  deeply  saddened  by  her  early  and 
unexpected  death. 

During  the  memorial  service  held  at  Baker 
Beach,  a rainbow  streaked  across  the  sky;  and 


Yoruba  religion,  rainbows  are  ruled  by  Oya, 
the  goddess  of  transformation.  And  in  the 
Buddhist  belief,  it  is  said  that  when  a great 
Buddhist  leader  dies,  a rainbow  always  ap- 
pears. Maria  Elena  may  not  have  been  a Bud- 
dhist, but  she  was  a believer  in  the  right  of 
humans  to  exist  in  a fair  and  equitable  world, 
and  she  transcended  religious  and  cultural  bar- 
riers in  her  dealings  with  people  as  human 
beings. 

The  best  tribute  to  Maria  Elena  could  be 
taken  from  an  old  Mexican  revolutionary 
slogan:  “Spend  not  one  minute  of  mourning, 
but  a lifetime  of  struggle.” 
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mission  broadsider 


by  andy  solow 


Walden  House  STEPS  on  the  Mission 

In  case  you  haven’t  heard,  Walden  House 
is  planning  to  open  a new  detoxification, 
residential  treatment  and  sober  housing  facility 
for  200  homeless  drug-addicted  alcoholics  at 
17th  and  Alabama  (400-440  Alabama). 

There  are  certainly  enough  homeless  sub- 
stance abusers  in  San  Francisco  to  justify  the 
creation  of  several  such  facilities,  but  that  need 
does  not  justify  our  City  government’s  plan  to 
spend  $10  million  to  expand  and  convert  a 

50.000- sq.  ft.  industrial  shell  warehouse  into  a 

65.000- sq.  f.t  residential  treatment  facility. 

Background 

In  1992,  HUD  committed  $4  million  to 
San  Francisco  for  the  development  of  a sub- 
stance abuse  residential  treatment  and  sober 
housing  facility  to  serve  chronic  homeless  sub- 
stance abusers.  Walden  House  and  Mission 
Housing  Development  Corp.  (MHDC)  got 
the  contract. 

After  floundering  for  more  than  a year,  the 
search  for  an  appropriate  site  focused  on  400 
Alabama.  Finally,  on  April  26,  1994,  the  San 
Francisco  Redevelopment  Agency  voted  to 
approve  $329,100  to  start  building  the  new 
facility  at  the  site;  total  project  cost:  $10  mil- 
lion. In  less  than  two  years,  the  project  budget 
had  more  than  doubled. 

So  Sue  Mel 

When  I interviewed  the  Director  of  the 
Mayor’s  Office  of  Housing,  Ted  Dienstfrey,  I 
suggested  that  much  less  expensive  alterna- 
tives to  400  Alabama  had  not  even  been  con- 


sidered. Mr.  Dienstfrey  responded:  “In  every 
process,  you  get  to  a point  where  you  have  to 
make  a decision  and  move  forward.  If  some- 
one approaches  us  today  and  offers  us  a better 
building,  we  will  still  go  forward  with  400 
Alabama  until  we  are  stopped. ’’ 

When  I asked  if  that  included  going  to 
court,  Mr  Dienstfrey  said:  “No  matter  which 
site  we  pick,  we  are  going  to  end  up  in  court.  I 
expect  to  end  up  in  court,  and  am  moving 
forward  with  this  process  as  methodically  as 
possible  in  preparation  for  court.” 

I thought  Dienstfrey’s  job  was  to  make 
sure  that  a residential  treatment  program  for 
homeless,  drug-addicted  alcoholics  is  set  up  as 
quickly  and  as  cheaply  as  possible  some  place 
in  San  Francisco.  If  litigation  is  a fait  accompli. 
then  Dienstfrey  gets  an  F. 

God’s  own  wages 

Welcome  to  the  world  of  Alfonso  P.  Acam- 
pora,  MBA,  President  and  CEO  of  Walden 
House.  Mr.  Acampora’s  primary  arguments 
for  the  400  Alabama  St.  site  are  his  contention 
that  the  building  is  an  open  shell  and  that 
residential  treatment  is  a permitted  use  in  an 
M 1 zone.  Here’s  the  bare  bones  version  of 
Alfonso’s  half-hour  response  to  my  questions 
about  400  Alabama:  “I  design  clinical  mileus 
and  clinical  homes.  Saying  it  and  doing  it  are 
two  different  things.  Nobody  does  it  cheaper 
than  Walden  House.  We  have  255  employees 
serving  800  people  a day.  I have  the  Lord  on 
my  side  and  I am  doing  God’s  work.” 

When  I discovered  that  Alfonso’s  salary  is 
$105,850  per  year  plus  the  use  of  a $40,000 
Lincoln  Town  Car,  I began  to  question  Walden 
House’s  charitable  intentions.  Alfonso  ad- 


mitted that  the  Lincoln  is  a company  car  leased 
by  Walden  House  for  his  personal  use,  and  he 
deferred  to  United  Way  guidelines  in  defense 
of  his  compensation  package.  Walden  House’s 
lawyer  refused  to  divulge  the  lease  price  of  the 
“limo";  but  according  to  Royal  Stewart  Leas- 
ing in  Burlingame,  assuming  18,000  miles  per 
year,  a Lincoln  Town  car  costs  at  least  $790 
permonth  on  a 60-month  lease,  plus  insurance. 
As  for  Alfonso’s  MBA  degree,  it’s  from  an 
unaccredited  Louisiana-based  correspon- 
dence school  called  Summit  University. 

In  1991,  a California  regulatory  agency 
called  the  Council  for  Private  Post  Secondary 
and  Vocational  Education  cited  Summit 
University  for  operating  in  violation  of  State 
law,  and  Summit  was  subsequently  prohibited 
from  doing  business  in  California.  According 
to  Dr.  Steve  Lcvicoff,  the  author  of  the  1992 
hook.  Name  It  and  Frame  It How  to  Avoid 


Mng  Ripped  Off  bv  “Christian”  Degree  Mills: 
“Summit  is  a degree  mill  pure  and  simple." 
Summit  was  also  denigrated  as  a degree  mill  by 
David  Stewart  of  the  American  Council  on 
Education  in  Washington  D.C.  and  in  a 1991 
Los  Angeles  Times  article  titled  Low  Marks. 
Summit  University  Under  Fire....  Students’ 


Tuition  Ordered  Refunded. 


401)  Alabama 

Walden  House  claims  that  the  only  ap- 
propriate site  for  this  program  in  the  49  con- 
tiguous square  miles  of  San  Francisco  is  the 
warehouse  located  at  400  Alabama  St.  How- 
ever, Walden  House’s  own  publicly  staled  site- 
selection  criteria  for  this  program  specifically 
exclude  NEMIZ  industrial  buildings,  like  400 
Alabama,  from  consideration  because  of  the 
high  cost  of  conversion  from  industrial  to 
residential  treatment.  Further,  Walden 
House’s  own  site  survey  specifically  denigrates 
400  Alabama  because  of  its  “high  conversion 
cost”  and  NEMIZ  location. 

So,  if  NEMIZ  industrial  buildings  are  no 
good,  why  pick  one?  It  turns  out  that  Dennis 
Flaherty,  the  same  guy  who  owns  520 
Townsend,  the  site  of  Walden  I louse’s  cxecu- 
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live  offices  and  Walden  Graphics  (owned  by 
Walden  House),  also  owns  the  400  Alabama 
St.  property. 

Walden  1 louse  is  offering  to  purchase  4(H) 
Alabama  from  Flaherty  for  $2.98  million;  the 
same  price  he  paid  for  the  building  in  1990. 
According  to  several  City  real  estate  agents, 
brokers,  and  one  real  estate  comp  service, 
NEMIZ  industrial  buildings  like  400  Alabama 
are  currently  selling  at  $26  to  $35  per  square 
foot.  This  means  that  the  current  value  of  400 
Alabama  is  no  more  than  $1.8  million,  $1.2 
million  less  than  Walden  House  is  offering  to 
pay. 

If  Flaherty  sold  400  Alabama  at  its  current 
market  value,  he  could  lose  $1  million.  Wal- 
den House’s  offer  is  Flaherty’s  best  chance  for 
salvation. 

Survey  of  a Site  Survey 

Before  selecting  400  Alabama,  Walden 
House  supposedly  evaluated  49  potential  sites. 
Their  survey,  submitted  to  the  S.F.  Redevelop- 
ment Agency  in  support  of  their  request  for 
funding  is  fuzzy  at  best.  Seven  properties  were 
rejected  because  they  were  too  small  and 
should  never  have  been  included.  Five  proper- 
ties were  rejected  because  they  are  located  in 
the  NEMIZ.  Most  of  the  evaluations  were 
supposedly  done  in  two  hours  or  less,  barely 
enough  time  to  drive  by.  No  comparative  cost 
analyses  were  submitted.  Two  examples: 

965  Mission  ~ a 74,000  sq.  ft.  nine-story 
plus  basement  concrete  and  steel  building  ($2 
million  asking)  was  rejected  because  it  needs 
seismic  upgrade  and  extensive  rehab.,  is  par- 
tially occupied,  needs  a conditional  use  permit 
and  is  located  downtown;  two  hours  spent  on 
evaluation.  965  Mission  is  being  offered  at  $27 
per  sq.  ft.  vs.  $60  per  sq.  ft.  for  400  Alabama. 
400  Alabama  also  needs  seismic  upgrade,  is 
partially  occupied,  needs  a conditional  use  per- 
mit (for  transitional  housing),  and  will  cost  $7 
million  to  rehab.  74,000  sq.  ft.  at  965  Mission 
costs  $1  million  less  than  50, (XX)  sq.  ft.  at  400 
Alabama.  Adding  15,000  sq.  ft.  to  400 
Alabama  brings  the  initial  cost  of  400  Alabama 
up  to  at  least  $3.5  million  vs.  $2  million  for  965 
Mission. 

146  McAllister  — a 69,000  sq.  ft.  5 story 
plus  basement  steel  frame  brick  infill  (non- 
structural)  126-unit  apartment  building  (as- 
king $3.8  million)  was  rejected  because  it  is  a 
unreinforced  masonry  building,  has  too  many 
units,  would  be  expensive  to  rehab,  and  has  loo 
many  occupied  units;  2.5  hours  spent  on 
evaluation.  In  the  course  of  seismic  upgrade 
and  rehab.,  the  number  of  units  could  be 
reduced  and  some  of  the  brick  infill  walls  could 
be  replaced  with  shear  walls  or  eliminated  all 
together.  Because  146  McAllister  already  has 
the  right  occupancy  certificate,  it  may  well  be 
cheaper  to  renovate  and  upgrade  this  building 
and  pay  the  relocation  expense  of  the  current 
occupants  rather  than  pay  $10  million  to  pur- 
chase, renovate,  upgrade  and  expand  400 
Alabama. 

More  next  month. 
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A Cosmopolitan  Neighborhood  Bar  In  The 
Heart  Of  San  Francisco's  New  Bohemia 

540  Valencia  Street  (between  16th  & 1 7th  St,),  San  Francisco 
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SNAP 


By  Robin 
Snyderman 


as  inspired  by  Snap  the  Wonder  Dog 


The  aspiration  of  SNAPSHOTS  is  simply 
to  chronicle  the  ‘dogged'  persistence  of 
various  community  efforts  in  the  Mission, 
Portraits  in  Progress,  as  inspired  by  Snap  the 
Wonder  Dog  and  other  Loyal  Friends 

Portraits  in  Progress  #1: 
Good  Samaritan. 

At  their  May  9th  meeting,  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  heard  why  some  neighbors  of  the 
1290-94  Potrero  site  appealed  the  Planning 
Commission’s  “Conditional  Use”  approval, 
which  would  allow  Good  Samaritan  to  provide 
services  (child  care  in  particular)  on  a site 
designated  solely  for  housing.  Instead  of 
proposing  the  zoned  42  residential  units,  Good 
Samaritan  and  Mission  Housing  Development 
Corporation  plan  to  build  20  units  of  affor- 
dable housing  next  to  a new  Family  Resource 
Center. 

Two  opponents  to  the  site  explained  their 
appeal.  Supervisor  Alioto  requested  all  sup- 
porters of  the  “Appellants”  to  line  up  at  the 
microphone.  No  one  stood.  Then  she  asked  if 
those  remaining  in  the  audience  were  sup- 
porters of  the  project.  Two  hundred  people 
clapped  their  hands.  Several  dozen  testified. 

The  minority  voice  was  articulated  by  two 
project  opponents.  The  majority  voice  was  a 
whole  lot  more  resonant.  The  Supervisors 
voted  unanimously  to  support  the  project. 
Democracy  in  progress?  Sure.  Closure? 
Nope.  Because  the  two  opponents  left 
promptly  after  their  presentations,  they  never 
heard  testimony  from  supporters.  This  did  not 
bode  well  for  resolution  and  good  will.  Ten 
days  later,  the  same  neighbors  appealed  yet 
another  Planning  Commission  decision  related 
to  this  project.  More  hearings  to  follow. 

Portrait  in  Progress  #2: 
Landlord  School 

The  Good  Samaritan  project  exemplifies 
efforts  to  increase  and  improve  the  local  affor- 
dable housing  slock  via  new  construction 
and/or  rehabilitation.  Others  are  working  to 
address  the  deteriorating  conditions  that  arise 
from  building  mismanagement.  On  May  14, 
the  City’s  second  Residential  Hotel  Manage- 
ment Seminar  was  held  in  the  Mission  (the  first 
was  held  in  the  Tenderloin). 

While  the  program  was  praiseworthy,  the 
turnout  was  poor.  There  were  as  many 
presenters  from  the  City  (including  the  City 
Attorney  herself)  and  non-profit  sector  as 
there  were  participants  from  the  private  and 
for-profit  world.  Why?  Some  say  it’s  because 
the  ones  who  received  free  Management 
Manuals  in  the  Tenderloin  copied  them  for 
friends  in  the  Mission,  who  then  felt  that  atten- 
dance at  the  seminar  would  be  superfluous. 
Other  say  it’s  because  the  residential  hotel 
business  is  no  longer  a “profitable”  one,  and 
that  only  non-profits  are  truly  passionate  about 
doing  quality  work.  Still  others  argue  that  one 
of  the  residential  hotel  business  “leaders  of  the 
pack,"  who  has  had  no  trouble  reaping  major 
profits,  is  angry  at  the  City  Attorney's  office  for 
taking  action  against  two  of  his  rundown  build- 
ings in  one  month.  Did  he  organize  a boycott 
of  the  City  Attorney-sponsored  Seminar? 

Whatever  the  theory,  the  conclusion  is 
clear.  landlord  school  must  be  mandatory. 
No  one  gets  a driver’s  license  without  graduat- 
ing from  a Driver’s  Education  Class.  Traffic 
school  is  also  a resource  for  ongoing  instruc- 
tion. A driver  influences  the  life  of  anyone  in 
or  around  the  car  while  s/he  is  behind  the 
wheel.  A property  owner’s  influence  is  con- 
stant and  affects  more  people. 

At  the  May  14th  event,  there  were  three 
kinds  of  hotel  owners/managers  in  attendance: 
educable,  ineducable,  and  vengeful.  The 
cducablc  were  educated.  The  ineducable  at 
least  made  contact  with  service  providers  and 
community  organizers  who  can  help  them  bet- 
ter serve  their  residents.  And  the  vengeful? 
Well,  they  left  early. 


Portrait  in  Progress  #3: 
Code  Reform  Task  Force 

Plodding  forward  with  its  bi-weekly  meet- 
ings, the  Code  Enforcement  Reform  Task 
Force  met  twice  in  May.  This  body,  which  was 
set  up  to  streamline  the  existing  code  enforce- 
ment system,  has  made  some  (slow)  strides. 
Landlord  School  is  on  its  agenda  too.  At  the 
most  recent  meeting,  members  received  a list 
of  229  hotels  which  failed  a recent  “sweep"  by 
the  Bureau  of  Building  Inspection.  Forty-six 
of  these  noncompliant  hotels  were  in  the  Mis- 
sion. This  is  a daunting  number  — not  just 
because  it  represents  20  percent  of  the  hotels 
cited,  but  because  it  represents  85  percent  of 
the  hotels  in  the  entire  Mission.  And  this 
“sweep”  didn’t  even  include  apartment  build- 
ings. 

So  Vote  Dog-Gonnit! 

I worry  that  too  many  people  confuse  the 
term  “affordable  housing”  with  the  above 
living  situations  so  prevalent  in  our  neighbor- 
hood. Ironically,  the  affordable-housing 
movement  was  founded  precisely  to  provide 
decent  and  safe  housing  to  low-income  people 
who  too  often  find  themselves  in  substandard 
conditions.  Has  the  affordable-housing  move- 
ment fulfilled  its  mission?  Only  insomuch  as 
the  “successes”  serve  the  residents  well  and 
blend  in  nicely  with  the  surrounding  neighbors. 
Since  1976,  nearly  3,000  units  of  such  housing 
have  been  developed.  But  the  mission  to  pro- 
vide affordable  housing  is  certainly  not  a “done 
deal."  Too  many  low-income  people,  especial- 
ly Mission  residents,  still  pay  high  rents  to  live 
in  poor  housing. 

And  that’s  why  Proposition  Kon  the  June 
ballot  is  so  important.  There’s  no  question 
about  the  most  significant  turn  of  events  in 
May.  Even  the  most  cynical  people  were 
profoundly  moved  — if  only  for  a moment  — 
by  the  phenomenal  images  of  South  African 
voters  overturning  Apartheid:  Those  who  had 
been  oppressed  standing  side  by  side  those  who 
had  been  in  power,  peacefully,  waiting  for  their 
turns  at  the  ballot  box.  Will  these  images  im- 
pact the  June  7th  Elections?  I hope  so.  Vote 
Yes  on  Proposition  K 

Dogged  Persistence,  Please.Not 
Cynicism. 

On  May  21,  the  second  Mission-based 
Enterprise  Meeting  was  held  from  9 a.m.  to 
noon  at  the  Mission  Cultural  Center.  Repre- 
sentatives from  the  City,  neighborhood  as- 
sociations and  non-profit  organizations  were 
present.  The  goal?  To  develop  a Mission  Dis- 
trict neighborhood  Wish  List,  of  sorts,  to  be- 
come eligible  for  new  Federal  Empowerment 
Funds. 

The  first  meeting  had  been  held  in  the 
Mission  a few  weeks  earlier,  and  facilitators 
had  put  together  a 35-page  working  draft 
based  on  that  initial  input  and  categorized 
ideas  into  five  areas:  Public  Safety,  Economic 
Development,  Human  Services,  Education 
and  Training,  and  Housing.  Each  category 
included  both  goals  and  action  items.  It  was  a 
pretty  impressive  document. 

Die  idea  of  the  second  meeting  was  to  edit 
and  refine,  add  and  delete,  move  forward  with 
the  process.  I won’t  waste  space  bemoaning 
the  fact  that  two  hours  were  filled  by  people 
complaining  that  they  didn’t  help  put  together 
the  first  draft  (though  many  did  leave  early, 
frustrated  that  things  would  only  deteriorate). 

I will  say  that  the  last  hour  of  the  meeting  was 
encouraging.  Once  people  focused  on  the  task 
at  hand,  excellent  dialogue  occurred.  I just 
wish  we  could  have  “cut  to  the  chase”  a little 
sooner. 

Want  to  participate?  The  final  meeting 
will  be  June  25,  from  10  a.m.  to  1 p.m.,  at  New 
College,  777  Valencia.  For  a copy  of  the  draft 
call  749-2480.  It’s  been  a fast  process.  Too 
fast,  indeed.  But  don’t  be  discouraged!  Your 
ideas  arc  needed  and  welcomed.  Dogged  per- 
sistence is  in  order.  But  please  leave  your 
cynicism  at  the  door. 


NEW  MISSION  NEWS  • JUNE  1994  • PAGE  7 


msormvtr  m/mrot  mem  ov  m msia>  vmum 


Whoo 


Ignition i-.  carnaval  explodes  in  a joyful  unity  of  diversity:  ( c\oc\cw\»e)Oju 

l Oba  w/  Seth o & Claudio  didn't  need  Olodum  to  shine...  Eocola  Nova  s bateria  featured 
iChalo's  fellow  REMO  drum  endorser  stars  Leon  Mobley  (w/dreadlocks).  Paulo 
] Mattioli  & sisters  Scharmine  & Marshaicena  plus  a new  sound  designed  to  hook 
the  youth..  Carnavelesco  float-builder  Rip  Ferris  & Batu  Pi tu  takes  our  RADICAL 
(AMAZEMENT  AWARD  ..Debra  Copeland  helped  lead  Stephen  Derrick's 
j D'Midao  International  out  of  the  southbay  to  top  GRAND  CHAMPION  honors  including 
("Queen  of  the  Sands- Day  Area"  for  Trinidad's  global  competition  in 
iSeptember....Goddesses  Galore;  the  popular  Mission  archetype--  -the  spiral  js  now 
'■4  pregnant  with  the  Zeitgeist  of  the  new  Aquarian  Sth  age  just  ask  a Wise  Fool... 

! Cynthia  Pierce  helped  lead  Buena  Vista  Elementary  to  kids  title  plus  a first  in  dance 
!for  Samba  do  Coracao  & will  be  back  for  the  great  counterpart  Fall  community 
! ritual- -Day  of  the  Dead...  Anastine  Lyons  & "the  Eye  of  Horus"  wants  to  know  who 
stole  the  $20,000  in  P.A.  equipment  from  All  Ah  Wee  van  in  Oakland.  Resplendent 
Blanche  Drown  of  Para  Premie  with  a traditional  trickster  (not  Willie).. .Zenia 
i (sponsored  by  Valencia  Cyclery)  whose  beautiful  breasts  were  focus  of  RGO-TV  show  in 
| '93  triggered  a Brazilian  bombshell  explosion  this  year  (She  switched  from  Central 
American  Carlos  Aceituno's  Fogo  ria  Poupa  last  year  to  appear  with  two  Brazilian  led 
bands  Birds  of  Paradiee  & Sambao)...And  still  a virgin?  This  was  Camaval's  15th 
j "quincenera"  year,  the  year  the  Caribbeans  became  more  dominant  than  the  Brazilians 
| through  efforts  of  spirits  like  Stephen  Tiffenson  of  Mas  Maker  Maeeive 

Judge  watch:  The  less  than  70  body  contingents  (2/3  of  parade)  got  almost 
| completely  shut  out  of  awards.Js  it  time  for  a Caribbean  division?  Lot  of  negative 
energy  created  by  the  "must  maintain  forward  motion  rule"  better  to  use  time 
maximuras  and  encourage  the  creative  enthusiasmMcdia  watch:  Very  snippy 
Chron/Ex  coverage  (inc/  Rob  Morse)  who  went  to  end  of  parade  so  as  to  whine  about 


GRAND  CHAMPION:  D'MIDAS  International * 
BRAZILIAN  CHAMPION:  Fogo  na  Roupa 
3RD  OVERALL:  Mas  Makers  Massive 

Giant  Costume:  1st  Banyon  2nd  D 'Midas  International  3rd 
Pleasure  Players  Best  Children:  1st  Buena  Vista  Elementary  2nd , 
Sanchez  Elementary  (w/Teokalli)  3rd  Marshal  Elementary  (w/Mas 
Maker  Massive)  BRAZILIAN:  COSTUME.  1st  Batu  Pitu  2nd  Fogo 
na  Roupa  3rd  Ginga  Brasil/KIILA  MUSIC:  1st  Ginga  Brasil/Mila 
1st  Fogo  na  Roupa  2nd  Sambao/Rio  Show  3rd  Samba  Do  Coracao 
DANCE  1st  Samba  Do  Coracao  2nd  Oju  Oba  3rd  Ginga 
Brasil "MILA  VISUAL  1st  Oju  Oba  2nd  Batu  Pitu  3rd  Escola  Nova 
de  Samba  CARIBBEAN  & OTHERS:  COSTUME:  1ST  DMidas 
2ND  Mas  Maker  Massive  3rd  All  Ah  We  MUSIC  1st  All  Ah  We 
2nd  Mas  Maker  Massive  3rd  DMidas  3rd  Comparsa  Viva  Panama 
DANCE:  1st  DMidas  2nd  Bolivian  Andina  3rd  All  Ah  We  3rd 
Comparsa  Viva  Panama  VISUAL  1st  DMidas  2nd  Teokalli  3rd 
Mas  Makers  Massive  BEST  SONG:  TBA  BEST  FLOAT  TBA 
Congratulations  one  and  all  on  an  unbelievable  bigger  and  better  C'SF. 
Awards  ceremony  at  Cesars  6/5  Sun  7pm,  KGO-TV  Chan  7 6/4  Sat.! 
4:30pm  & 11:30pm  These  &.  2500  more  photos  by  Bruce  Dantzker,  A Paul 
Cartier,  Evan  Damast,  Carl  Lopez  at  Mission  One  Hour  2859  Mission 


Helping  San  Francisco 
Business  Owners  Succeed. 


Banking  on  America* 


m Bank  of  America 


> 19'M  Bank  of  America  NTJfcSA  Vtcmbcr  FDIC 


PAGE  8 • NEW  MISSION  NEWS  • JUNE  1994 


REMEMBER  TO  VOTE  JUNE-Z 


NEW  MISSION  NEWS  VOTER  GUIDE 


Proposition  A — YES 

(BARELY! 

Over  the  past  six  months  the  New  Mission 
News  has  followed  the  twisted  tale  of  the  San 
Francisco  Unified  School  District's  plans  for 
Las  Americas  and  Moscone  Schools  and  the 
abandoned  building  that  once  housed  John 
O’Connell  Technical  High  School.  Proposition 
A is  a $95-million  general  obligation  bond  for 
physical  improvements  in  public  schools  that  if 
passed  would  provide  the  District  with  the  $5 
million  it  needs  to  implement  that  plan.  This 
would  mean  the  senseless  demolition  of  Mos- 
cone\Las  Americas  and  their  relocation  to  a 
larger  complex  with  less  open  space  at  the  old 
O’Connell  location  and  construction  of  a new 
O’Connell  School  at  the  current  MosconeVLas 
Americas  site. 

This  scheme  has  been  universally  con- 
demned by  parents  and  educators  associated 
with  the  three  schools.  In  the  course  of  inves- 
tigating the  political  and  economic  aspects  of 
this  issue  it  became  apparent  the  District  was 
juggling  figures  and  padding  expenses  by  as 
much  as  20  percent  as  well  as  making  every 
effort  to  silence  its  critics.  Las  Americas\Mos- 
cone  Site  Manager  Frank  Lopez  eventually 
lost  his  job  for  being  outspoken  and  refusing  to 
manipulate  public  opinion.(See  story  on  page 
1 of  this  issue.) 

This  pattern  of  dishonesty  and  deception 
undoubtedly  extends  to  the  application  of  the 
other  S90  million  of  bond  issue  funds  which  will 
be  dropped  into  the  laps  of  the  blustering 
greed-driven  bureaucrats  who  now  control 
public  education  in  San  Francisco.  For  these 
reasons,  some  Mission  District  activists  are  op- 
posing the  bor.d  issue. 

However,  the  New  Mission  News  is  reluc- 
tantly recommending  a yes  vote  on  Prop  A, 
because,  in  spite  of  the  dry-rot  in  the  District 
administration,  the  majority  of  those  funds  will 
be  used  for  desperately  needed  infrastructure 
repairs.  Perilous  life-threatening  conditions 
now  exist  in  school  buildings  throughout  the 
City  that  must  be  corrected  without  delay. 


Waiting  for  a less  graft -prone  system  to  some- 
how come  into  being  is  an  option  that  will 
unnecessarily  place  children  in  jeopardy.  Bond 
money  will  be  available  to  the  District  for  the 
general  purpose  of  making  physical  improve- 
ments; the  specifics  of  how  and  on  what  the 
money  is  spent  will  still  be  subject  to  that 
monumentally  unpleasant  but  not  entirely  un- 
democratic process  known  as  school  district 
politics.  If  health  and  safety  standards  in  our 
schools  are  to  be  maintained,  passage  of 
Proposition  A is  essential;  but  given  the  grim 
facts  of  life  regarding  the  school  bureaucracy 
and  large  sums  of  money,  seeing  that  these 
funds  are  properly  spent  is  going  to  require 
supreme  vigilance  on  the  part  of  the  public. 
Hold  your  nose  and  vote  yes.  (For  an  opposing 
opinion,  see  page  9.) 

Proposition  B — Yes 

Unless  you’ve  been  living  under  a rock, 
where  you  would  have  been  a lot  safer  than  the 
rest  of  us,  you  know  that  the  City’s  91 1 emer- 
gency dispatch  system  is  badly  in  need  of 
upgrading  and  streamlining.  Proposition  B al- 
lows the  City  to  enter  into  a lease  finance  (rent 
to  own)  arrangement  to  put  the  Police,  Fire 
and  Emergency  Medical  Dispatchers  in  one 
building  instead  of  three  and  modernize  the 
equipment  of  those  services.  Given  the  City’s 
current  budget  woes,  unless  these  improve- 
ments are  made  through  lease  financing, 
they’re  not  going  to  be  made  for  quite  a while. 
But  lease  financing  requires  voter  approval,  so 
approve. 

Proposition  C — Yes 

Lease  financing  is  a rent-to-own  system 
that  allows  a cash-strapped  business  or  public 
body  to  acquire  essential  equipment  in  a timely 
manner.  Proposition  C increases  the  amount 
of  indebtedness  the  City  may  incur  in  this  way 
without  having  to  go  to  the  voters.  Currently 
the  City  cannot  take  on  lease  finance  debt  over 
$20  million  without  going  to  the  ballot. 


Chiropractic  care  is  preventative  maintenance. 

It’s  an  internal,  natural,  approach  to  ensuring  that  your 
body  can  perform  at  its  best  without  harmful  drugs  or 
dietary  restrictions.  The  primary  focus  of  chiropractors  is 
alignment  of  the  spinal  column  and  restoration  of  healthy 
nerves  and  muscles  relating  to  the  spine.  And  it’s  the 
largest  drug-free  healing  profession  in  the  country. 


MISSION  DISTRICT  CHIROPRACTORS 

Health  Care  for  the  90  s 

2535  Mission  Street  • 415-826-1000 


Proposition  D — No 

This  is  an  amendment  to  the  City  Charter 
that  requires  a minimum-strength  police  force 
of  1,971  full-duty  officers.  The  San  Francisco 
City  Charter  is  already  360  pages  long,  probab- 
ly the  most  overspecific  and  incomprehensible 
document  of  its  kind.  At  every  election  some 
politician  or  interest  group  seeks  to  carve  in 
stone  whatever  the  current  rage  in  governmen- 
tal theory  happens  to  be.  Not  only  does  this 
make  for  an  unwieldy  municipal  government, 
but  it  lets  elected  officials  off  the  hook  on  tough 
issues,  throwing  things  right  back  to  the  elec- 
torate. Office  holders  are  then  left  free  for 
petty  intriguing,  forays  into  the  foreign  policy 
arena  and  general  mischief.  We  might  as  well 
have  anarchy;  maybe  we  do.  The  exact  number 
of  cops  the  City  needs  to  have  on  hand  is  not 
the  kind  of  minutiae  that  should  be  in  the  City 
Charier  — it’s  bad  government. 

If  that  weren’t  enough  reason  to  be  against 
Prop  D,  in  early  May  the  City  and  the  Police 
Officer’s  Association  entered  into  a three -year 
agreement  to  bring  police  manpower  up  to 
2,003  by  July  1995.  This  agreement  also 
specifies,  unlike  Prop  D,  where  the  new  cops 
go  (the  Mission  will  get  20  additional  officers). 
This  makes  Prop  D just  so  much  useless 
Charter  clutter. 

Proposition  E — Yes 

In  spite  of  the  above  arguments  about  the 
ghastly  nature  of  the  City  Charter,  the  New 
Mission  News  urges  a yes  vote  on  Proposition 
E,  a Charter  amendment  that  requires  the  City 
to  provide  a minimal  level  of  library  services 
and  dedicates  a certain  amount  of  property  tax 
revenues  to  a library  preservation  fund. 
Libraries  too  often  have  been  the  subject  of 
politically  inspired  budget-cutting  and  are  a 
public  service  too  vital  to  the  City’s  well-being 
to  be  left  vulnerable  to  the  ebb  and  flow  of 
politics.  Libraries  need  and  deserve  special 
protection  under  the  Charter. 

Proposition  F — No 

This  Charter  amendment  allows  former 
City  employees  drawing  retirement  pay  to 
come  back  to  work  for  the  City  on  a limited 
basis  (960  hours  a year)  and  still  collect  but  not 
add  to  their  retirement  benefits.  It’s  probably 
a cast-effective  way  to  tap  a valuable  resource 
pool,  but  last  November  the  voters  decided  the 
Charter  should  be  given  a comprehensive 
overhaul  and  not  be  changed  piecemeal  as  it 
has  been  at  every  election  in  the  last  52  years. 
Unless  there  is  some  urgency  involved,  a 
moratorium  on  further  Charter  amendments 
would  seem  to  be  in  order  until  the  Charter 
Commission  does  its  work. 


Proposition  G — No 

Another  Charter  Amendment!  This  one 
calls  for  mission-driven  budgeting,  whereby 
City  departments  set  goals  and  justify  expendi- 
tures in  terms  of  those  goals,  rather  than  mere- 
ly submitting  line  item  budgets.  Why  requiring 
department  heads  to  lie  to  us  about  different 
kinds  of  stuff  would  make  the  world  a better 
place  is  not  clear;  and  as  stated  before, 
piecemeal  Charter  reform  without  a compell- 
ing reason  is  bad  government. 

Proposition  H — No 

BART  doesn’t  go  to  the  airport.  This  is 
something  of  an  embarrassment.  Proposition 
H would  bring  BART  to  about  a mile  and  a 
half  from  the  airport,  stopping  on  the  wrong 
side  of  Highway  101  in  the  middle  of  a swamp 
(or  endangered  wetland,  depending  on  how 
you  look  at  it  ).  A world-class  transportation 
system  should  have  all  its  parts  connected, 
BART  should  go  all  the  way  to  the  airport. 

Proposition  I — Yes 

BART  doesn’t  go  all  the  way  to  the  airport. 
It  should.  Proposition  I would  make  it  so. 

Proposition  J — No 

Another  stupid,  unenforceable,  look-at- 
me-I’m-standing-tall-against-crime  proposal 
from  Frank  Jordan.  This  one  makes  it  illegal  to 
"linger”  more  than  one  minute  30  feet  from  an 
ATM  while  someone  is  using  it.  What  the  hell 
does  "linger”  mean  ? Does  it  mean  taking 
longer  than  a minute  to  untie  a knot  in  one’s 
laces,  pick  up  a dropped  item  or  clean  gum  off 
one’s  shoe?  Who  starts  counting  time  and  who 
measures  the  30  feet?  If  you  linger  in  the  zone 
for  30  seconds  and  move  off  for  a few  seconds, 
when  you  come  back  in  the  30-foot  area,  are 
you  entitled  to  another  full  60  seconds  of  legal 
lingering  or  have  you  used  up  half  your  lime 
already?  Well,  don’t  worry  about  it,  because 
everybody  knows  there’s  no  logjam  in  our 
courts  and  settling  important  questions  like 
this  will  provide  judges,  public  defenders  and 
district  attorneys  with  endless  hours  of  tax- 
payer-subsidized amusement.  Police  officers 
will  get  a few  hours  off  the  street  and  away 
from  the  tiresome  world  of  violent  crime  to 
give  time  and  motion  reports  on  the  homeless. 
How  could  their  time  possibly  be  used  better? 

Proposition  K — Yes 

This  permits  the  City  to  use  state  funds  to 
develop  3,000  units  of  affordable  housing, 
production  of  which  is  the  single  most  impor- 
tant public  policy  measure  for  alleviating  the 
problem  of  homelessness.  This  does  not  re- 
quire any  new  taxes  or  bonds,  since  the  state 
has  already  set  aside  the  money.  What  a deal! 


You  are  Welcome  at  Mission  Dental  Building  for 
all  Phases  of  Dentistry  • 2440  Mission  St.  285-9900 



W Peter  Rengstorff,  D.D.S.  Robert  C.  Ceniceros,  D.D.S.  • 
Ramona  L.  Lauron,  R.D.H.  Bryan  Arant,  D.D.S. 

OPEN  MON-SAT  9-5 


LAW  OFFICES  of  JOHN  RIORDAN 


WORKERS  COMPENSATION  LAWYER 
also  SOCIAL  SECURITY  DISABILITY  CLAIMS 

Attorney  John  Riordan  has  18  years  experience 
as  a lawyer  and  is  a former  adj.  professor  at  USF  Law  School 

NO  CHARGE  FOR  FIRST  MEETING. 

Penthouse  1231  Market  SL  . San  Francisco,  CA  94103-1488  . (415)553-6500 


SAN  FRANCISCO 
AUTO  REPAIR  CENTER 

Foreign  and  Domestic  Auto  Repairs 


(415)  285-8588 


• NOW  OPEN  7 DAYS 

• Dependable  Work— Honest  Prices 

• Basic  Auto  Repair  Classes 
'•  A Community-Oriented  People  s Garage 

• Men  & Women  Mechanics 

• Official  California  smog  Station 
611  Florida  Street  (near  18th  Street)  • San  Francisco  94110 


$10.00 

Off 

Smog 

Test 

• 

Coupon 

Expires 

6/30/94 


GANGSPEAK 

Gan*  members,  this  is  your  column.  Editor,  GangSpeak,  do  El  Tecolole,  P.O.  Box 

This  is  your  voice.  4«>37,  S.F.  94140,  or  call  Deanne's  pager: 

(415)  227-6338. 

Send  your  words,  poems,  rap  songs  and  art 
work  to  Deanne  Berger-Moudgil,  Column 


IS  IT  IGNORANCE  ? 


Is  it  the  darkness  of  ignorance  that  holds 
us  apart  as  a people  or  is  it  the  lack  of  respect 
for  ourselves?  Or  both?  I write  to  you,  the 
young  carnales  and  carnalas  (brothers  & 
sisters)  of  the  Latino  “Raza”  in  Aztlan.  1 am 
asking  you  to  begin  on  a new  journey  on  which 
we  can  empower  each  other  so  we  can  bring  a 
new  light  of  knowledge  to  the  darkness  that  is 
now  within  our  barrios.  Retaliations  of 
violence  are  not  the  answer;  peace  and  enough 
courage  to  promote  peace  before  another  in- 
cident of  violence  occurs,  is. 

Peace  should  be  a goal  that  you  personally 
should  set  for  yourself  if  you  truly  want  to  help 
our  “Raza.’'  Don't  be  afraid  to  promote  the 
unity  thing;  we  were  a peaceful  people  until  we 
became  oppressed.  You  should  find  out  how 
your  heritage  commenced  and  what  you  can 
use  from  the  past  to  helpyou  in  the  present  and 
future.  There  is  much  the  Latino  brothers  in 
the  past  have  accomplished  and  I am  eternally 
grateful  for  the  fight  that  they  waged.  But  it  is 
our  time  and  we  must  continue  the  struggles 
of  equality  for  Latinos. 

There  is  much  that  we  should  battle  to 
improve,  such  as  the  development  of  ethnic 
studies  in  private  and  public  high  schools  that 
many  of  us  go  to.  Are  we  blind  that  we  cannot 
see  the  SFUSD  is  depriving  us  of  the  heritage 
that  should  be  known  to  us  in  textbooks?  Fur- 
thermore, we  have  very  few  Latinos  who  finish 


high  school  and  continue  on  lo  college  to  be- 
come professionals.  We  must  succeed  at  any 
cost.  We  must  learn  to  succeed  and  help  the 
brothers  in  the  pintas  (jails)  to  find  good  jobs 
in  our  companies.  Believe  in  one  another  in 
school  like  you  do  one  another  on  the  street 
protecting  your  lives. 

Go  to  the  meetings  in  your  community.  If 
there  are  not  community  meetings  in  your  bar- 
rios, make  them.  Find  out  information  on  who 
is  representing  your  district  and  write  letters 
to  them  stating  the  chaos  that  your  barrios  are 
in.  Have  a voice.  Find  solutions  to  the  name- 
calling and  stereotyping.  Read  between  the 
lines  in  newspapers  and  propaganda  that  the 
government  puts  out,  because  they  are  trying 
to  trick  you  with  your  own  ignorance.  So  don’t 
be  ignorant;  instead,  seek  knowledge!  Izx>k  for 
alternatives  so  you  can  pursue  your  dream  and 
make  it  a reality.  Knowledge  is  truly  the  key  to 
our  new  beginning.  I need  all  of  you  to  help  me 
find  ways  to  improve  the  "Raza,”  because  I 
don’t  know  all  the  problems  or  answers.  Please 
understand  that  we  are  all  from  a great 
heritage  and  we  all  have  it  in  common.  Lend  a 
hand  of  peace  to  your  enemies  (SUR  & 
NORTE)  because  they  are  really  your  allies  in 
the  struggles  of  “Raza”  advancement. 

Don’t  be  afraid  of  change,  for  fear  is  its 
only  enemy. 

Roberto  Eligio  Alfaro 


Photography 

Fiestas  de  Quinceanera.  Other  Occasions. 
Family  Portraits.  Couples.  Children. 

WEDDINGS 

George  Azar  510/849-9119 
Joe  Hakim  415/285-4849 
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A LONG  HARD 
LOOK  AT  PROP.  A 


Commentary  by  Vicki  Rega 

hen  I chose  to  oppose  Proposition 
A,  a bond  issue  for  the  San  Francisco  Unified 
School  District  facilities  repair,  I knew  that  this 
might  seem  at  odds  with  my  activism  in  public 
education.  Knowing  the  deplorable  condition 
of  our  public  schools  made  this  a difficult 
decision,  but  the  realities  of  management  in 
this  district  make  it  impossible  for  me  to  sup- 
port this  bond. 

It  is  a fact  that  the  administration  has 
managed  to  anger  many  of  their  clients  in  the 
last  year.  It  is  difficult  to  imagine  that  parents 
and  staff,  whose  views  have  been  totally  dis- 
regarded by  the  district,  will  strongly  support  a 
$95  million  bond  issue.  (The  actual  payback 
with  interest  will  be  over  to  $150  million.) 
Many  are  uneasy  about  the  decisions  that  will 
be  made  in  spending  this  money. 

One  example  of  this  type  of  decision  invol- 
ves 3 Mission  district  schools.  In  a capitol  as- 
sets management  report  dated  Sept.,  1993  the 
facility  for  Moscone  Elementary  School  and 
Las  Americas  Children’s  Center  was  listed  in 
average  condition.  In  the  latest  report  (Jan., 
1994)  Moscone/Las  Americas  facility  is  listed 
as  being  in  critical  condition.  When  Ms.  Susan 
Shipley,  director  of  facilities  planning  for 
SFUSD,  was  asked  to  explain  this  rapid 
deterioration,  she  pointed  out  that  in  the  first 
report  Moscone/Las  Americas  was  listed  as 
occupying  a site  at  20th  and  Harrison  Streets 
which  is  true.  The  critical  facility  listed  in  the 
second  report  is  the  stripped  down  shell  of  the 


former  John  O’Connell  High  School.  This  was 
not  a typographical  error.  Moscone/Las 
Americas  is  designated  to  receive  $5  million 
from  Prop  A for  a new  building  at  21st  and 
Harrison.  The  driving  concept  behind  this 
seemingly  illogical  manipulation  was  that  a new 
O’Connell  High  School  could  be  built  on  the 
20th  and  Harrison  site  and  the  Mission  would 
then  have  2 new  school  buildings.  While  thus 
sounds  good  in  theory,  the  reality  is  a direct 
assault  on  the  quality  of  life  of  the  students  of 
Moscone/I^s  Americas  and  the  community  as 
a whole,  and  has  been  soundly  and  repeatedly 
rejected. 

The  school  yard  at  20th  and  Harrison  is  the 
largest  black  topped  surface  in  the  Mission.  At 
recess  and  lunch  limes  the  students  can  spread 
out  over  a large  space  and  participate  in  a 
variety  of  activities.  As  a community  asset  this 
space  should  be  in  constant,  supervised  use 
after  school,  evenings  and  weekends. 

The  big  pay-off  in  all  this  is  that  at  the  20th 
and  Harrison  location,  O’Connell  could  have 
an  athletic  field.  O’Connell  surely  deserves  an 
athletic  field,  but  not  at  the  expense  of  the 
younger  children.  A creative  answer  to  this 
might  be  a collaboration  with  Rec  and  Park.  If 
SFUSD  could  do  the  work  to  accomplish  that, 
perhaps  creative  problem  solving  could  be- 
come a regular  management  style.  Maybe  the 
administration  would  begin  to  work  on  a well 
thought  out  plan  for  the  future  that  could  take 
into  account  the  well  being  of  every  student  in 
every  community.  I would  certainly  support  a 
bond  issue  for  that. 


IT’S  NOT  JUST  ANOTHER  CORNER  STORE 


MIKE’S 


2499  - MISSION  @ 21st.  St. 
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Including:  ~ 
Shoes,  Ties, 
Bells,  Hats 
Scarves 


©0Ci)S(? 

■ Two  truckloads  of  fresh  merchandise  daily 

• 2000  fresh  items  stocked  daily 
» 1000  feet  of  great  clothing  starting  at  95  C 

• Baby  clothes  starting  at  65  

■ Furniture,  toys,  TV's,  electrical  items,  kitchenware, 
collectibles,  shoes,  dishes,  beddding  and  more 

■ Jewelry,  accessories,  books 

■ 100  different  pair  of  shoes  added  daily 

■ Dressing  rooms  provided 

■ Bright,  clean,  organized  store 

• Like  a garage  sale  every  day  of  the  week! 


square  feet  of  furniture  up  in  our  mezzanine 


Since  1973  - the  "BIG  OME"  in  the  hORTM  MISSION 
in  the  landmark  Redlick  Building 

2101  Mission  Street  , Hours 

corner  of  17th  Street  9AM  to  8PM  - Mon.  - Fri. 

1 -1  1 'X'J  9AM  to  6PM  - Sat. 

OOA  11AM  to  6PM  - Sun. 


A second  hand  department  store  with  quality  clothing  for  men,  women  and  kids 
Open  seven  days  a week  with  easy  access  to  BART  & MUNI 
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By:  D.  Michael  Spero 


INNER  MISSION  NEIGHBORS 


If  you  warned  gang  graffiti,  you  could 
always  find  it  at  Sarny's  Liquors  on  24th  and 
Bryant.  And  if  you  walked  from  there  to  Gar- 
field Fool  on  Harrison,  you’d  be  surrounded 
by  tags  all  the  way.  Now  when  you  go  swim- 
ming, you  pass  clean  walls  instead  of  turf 
claims.  It  feels  a little  more  like  a community 
and  less  like  a war  zone,  and  I always  thank  the 
Inner  Mission  Neighbors.  It's  not  easy  to  stay 
ahead  of  gang  taggers,  but  IMN  does. 

Everyone  agrees  IMN  is  good  at  what  they 
do,  but  some  wish  they  would  do  different 
things.  They’re  a classic  neighborhood  preser- 
vation group,  made  up  mostly  of  homeowners 
and  focusing  on  safety,  beautification  and  the 
blinking  of  unwanted  development.  This 
development,  though,  includes  housing  and 
services  for  immigrants  and  the  poor,  land  uses 
wuh  strong  constituencies.  IMN  has  become 
the  mo>»t  controversial  neighborhood  group  in 
the  Mission. 

"I’ve  worked  with  IMN  on  tree  planting, 
zoning  issues  and  UCSF  expansion,"  says  Ar- 
mando Vasquez  of  Mission  Housing  Develop- 
ment Corporation  (MHDC).  “But  they  have 
written  things  about  immigrants  I find  per- 
sonally insulting."  MHDC  and  IMN  have 
been  locked  in  a two-year  struggle  over  the 
Good  Samaritan  low-income  housingand  mul- 
tiservice center  planned  for  Potrero  Avenue. 
The  fight  has  gotten  ugly,  featuring  charges  of 


racism  and  corruption. 

Ironically,  IMN  organizer  Hiram 
Delahoussyc  was  also  a founding  Board  Mem- 
ber of  MHDC.  A Seminole  Indian,  he  treated 
his  neighborhood  as  sacred  ground,  and  he 
fought  for  it. 

"He  was  one  of  those  people  who  just 
walked  down  the  street,  and  everybody  was  his 
friend,"  says  Ross  Worden,  IMN  Board  Mem- 
ber. In  1988,  Delahoussyc,  who  died  recently 
at  78,  started  IMN  in  his  garage  on  Shotwell 
between  24th  and  25th.  The  issue  was  crime. 
Gang  wars  and  crack  deals  were  hitting  the 
area  between  24th  Street  and  Bernal  Dwell- 
ings with  a tidal  wave  of  violence. 

Controversial 

Crimefighters 

Using  petitions,  letters  and  vocal  atten- 
dance at  City  Hall  meetings,  IMN  got  26th 
Street  reopened  between  Treat  and  Harrison. 
That  eliminated  a cul-de-sac  haunted  by 
criminals  and  drug  dealers  but  also  bulldozed 
a basketball  court  used  by  Bernal  Dwellings 
youth.  IMN  lobbied  for  more  police  presence 
and  youth  activities,  and  cofounder  Connie 
Weber  began  the  ongoing  anti-graffiti  strug- 
gle. The  group  grew  to  over  300  members 
each  paying  dues  of  S 12/year.  About  30  ac- 
tivists usually  attend  monthly  meetings,  now 


PIZZA  MANIA 


3227  16TH  ST.  @ GUERRERO 

OPEN  11  AM  TO  12  PM 

FREE  DELIVERY  255-1600 


LITERATURE  & POLITICS 
CULTURE  & COMMUNITY 

BOOKS  IN  ENGLISH  & SPANISH 


We  feature  a superb  collection  of 
international  & multicultural  fiction 

888  Valencia  Street 

San  Francisco,  CA  94110  118  Mon-Thur 

11-9  Ptt-Sat 

(415)282-9246  11-6  Sunday 


held  at  Horace  Mann  School 

In  1991 , IMN  made  an  enemy  of  then-Su- 
pervisor  Jim  Gonzalez  by  blocking  a Day 
Laborers'  Center  that  Gonzalez  wanted  at 
25th  and  South  Van  Ness.  IMN  has  since 
fought  other  service  programs,  earning  op- 
ponents among  Mission  non-profiters.  The 
controversy  has  peaked  with  the  Good 
Samaritan  issue.  The  Loma  Prieta  earthquake 
closed  the  original  Good  Sam  after  the  or- 
ganization had  been  serving  immigrants  in  the 
Mission  for  100  years.  The  architecturally  uni- 
que, brown-shingled  center  is  one  of  the 
original  19th  Century  Settlement  Houses. 

"These  buildings  give  the  neighborhood  its 
character,  and  we’re  not  just  going  to  let  them 
tear  them  down,"  said  IMN  treasurer  Victor 
Morales,  who  lives  next  to  the  proposed  site. 
"(The  project]  is  too  dense  and  too  expensive. 
This  is  a community,  and  they  want  to  turn  it 
into  downtown.” 

Morales  and  other  IMNers  went  door-to- 
door  and  got  300  signatures  opposing  the  deal. 
Good  Sam  and  MHDC  got  2,000  signatures 
(some  from  outside  the  Mission)  in  support  of 
the  project  and  brought  200  people  to  a 
Supervisors’  meeting.  The  20  housing  units 
and  the  service  center  were  approved,  but 
IMN  may  sue  to  block  them  on  grounds  of 
historic  preservation. 

NIMBY  or  Not  NIMBY? 

I MN’s consistent  opposition  tonew service 
programs  has  gotten  them  labeled  as  NIMBYs 
by  some  advocates  and  non-profit  agencies. 
NIMBY  stand  for  Not  In  My  Back  Yard,  and 
that  does  sum  up  Ross  Worden’s  attitude 
toward  service  providers.  Citing  the  proposed 
200-bed  Walden  House  shelter  for  homeless 
Bay  Area  drug  addicts  on  Alabama  Street,  he 
says,  ‘‘The  Mission  is  being  used.  This  is  dump- 
ing. People  come  here  for  the  services,  stay 
until  they  get  themselves  together,  then  leave. 
Most  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  these  non- 
profits live  out  of  town.  I have  a problem  with 
that.” 

Worden  is  right,  but  the  Mission  has  been 
an  entry  point  for  poor  immigrants  for  a cen- 
tury. We  have  a lot  of  service  providers  be- 
cause we  have  a lot  of  people  in  need. 


Example:  When  MHDC  recently  took  ap- 
plications for  50  units  of  low-income  housing, 
1,500  families  showed  up.  While  some  non- 
profits  are  outsiders  dumping  on  the  com- 
munity, others  live  here  and  do  necessary 
things. 

Veteran  organizer  Ron  Snyder  of  the  San 
Francisco  Organizing  Project  says  developers 
invite  NIMBYism  when  they  exclude  neigh- 
bors from  the  planning  process.  “It  comes 
from  a sense  of  being  left  out,  the  sense  that 
things  arc  being  done  to  the  neighborhood 
without  their  input.  This  happens  especially  in 
places  that  already  feel  threatened  by  other 
developments  or  by  crime.”  He  says  the  an- 
tidote is  to  involve  the  neighbors  from  the 
beginning. 

MHDC’s  Vasquez  says  they  did  try  to 
reach  people.  They  leafleted  the  area  and  held 
a meeting  at  St.  Peter’s  a few  blocks  away. 
Their  efforts  were  inadequate;  only  10  neigh- 
bors showed  up.  Follow-up  meetings  were 
held,  but  attendance  was  small,  and  opponents 
were  not  won  over. 

Whoever  was  at  fault,  if  anyone,  these  rifts 
need  to  be  healed.  IMN’s  effectiveness  has 
been  extraordinary;  they  even  helped  win  a 
multimillion-dollar  rebuilding  plan  for  Bernal 
Dwellings  that  will  make  these  projects  lower- 
density,  safer  and  more  attractive.  Bitter  con- 
flicts with  other  activists  and  non-profits  could 
jeopardize  their  success. 

IMN  is  gradually  soliciting  block  clubs  and 
associations  to  join  a Mission-wide  umbrella  of 
neighborhood  groups.  I strongly  endorse  this 
effort,  but  if  it’s  seen  as  an  all-white  or  all- 
homeowner group,  or  one  that  deals  with 
preservation  but  not  with  poverty  and  justice 
issues,  it  will  fail.  Non-profits  and  neighbors 
have  to  learn  to  live  and  work  together. 

IMN  meets  the  first  Wednesday  of  each 
month.  Phone  826-7319. 

The  Violence  Prevention  Initiative  ban- 
ner, pictured  here  two  months  ago,  was 
created  by  Ernesto  Paul,  who  also  shot  the 
photo.  Known  as  the  “Cruzin’  Coyote,”  Paul 
is  one  of  the  America’s  most  creative  and  dis- 
tinctive muralists. 


Formerly  Higher  Grounds  II 


The  Best  Crepes  in  Town! 


3170  - 16th  St. 

(between  Valencia  & Guerrero) 

Phone:  (415)  621-1539 

OPEN:  7:00  am  to  10:00  pm  everyday 
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NOTES  ON  THE  502ND  YEAR  OF  THE  OCCUCUPA  TION 

BY  ROSE  ARRIETA 


Violent  Book 
Defies  Censor 

Ri':i  Ruiz  has  not  had  an  easy  lime 
trying  to  get  this  book  published.  In  his  novel, 
“Happy  Birthday  Jesus,”  Ruiz  portrays  the 
making  of  a sociopath.  This  portrayal  is  so 
vivid  and  violent  it  took  him  a decade  to  find  a 
publisher:  Arte  Public  Press.  Arte  Publico,  the 
nation’s  oldest  and  largest  publishers  of  US 
Latino  literature  felt  the  topic  was  too  impor- 
tant to  ignore.  Just  before  it  was  set  to  be 
printed  the  book  survived  yet  another  obstacle. 
Versa  Press,  Inc.,  the  printing  house  who  had 
won  the  bid  to  print  the  book,  made  an  11th- 
hour  decision  to  reject  it,  citing  the  book’s 
“graphic  sexual  language,"  and  returned  it  to 
the  publisher.  Luckily,  Princeton  University 
Press  agreed  to  print  the  novel. 

In  “Happy  Birthday  Jesus,”  Ruiz 
chronicles  the  abuses  suffered  by  protagonist 
Jesus  Olivas  and  his  eventual  violent  eruption 
against  that,  abuse.  All  of  the  institutions  in 
society  that  should  have  nurtured  Jfesus  — 
family,  church,  school,  the  court — fail  him  and 
he  strikes  back  in  seemingly  “senseless"  acts  of 
violence.  Says  Ruiz,  "Sociopaths  are  created, 
not  born.  Things  like  this  don’t  just  ’happen’; 
they’re  a long  time  coming.” 

Ruiz,  of  San  Jose,  has  spent  many  years  as 
a criminal  defense  lawyer  and  understands  the 
scenes  and  emotions  he  depicts.  He  is  one  of 
the  defense  lawyers  for  eight  Mexican- 
American  prisoners,  all  alleged  members  of 
the  “Nuestra  Familia"  prison  gang  against 
whom  the  death  penalty  is  being  sought.  They 
are  accused  of  conspiracy  to  commit  murder. 

"I  wrote  ’Happy  Birthday  Jesus’  because  it 
has  always  been  that  type  of  case  that,  as  a 
lawyer,  has  troubled  me  the  most,"  says  Ruiz. 
The  case  begin  with  a senseless  brutal  act  of 
violence.  As  one  gels  closer  it  is  clear  that  "the 
brutality  began  years  before  the  crime,  ran 
through  the  crime,  continues  for  years  in  our 
prison  systems,  only  to  go  on,  usually  worse 
upon  release  from  prison,"  says  Ruiz,  adding, 
“Society’s  answer  has  simply  been  to  build 
more  prisons.  We  can  do  better.” 

Though  it  took  years  to  get  his  book  pub- 
lished, Ruiz  may  get  the  last  laugh.  The 
American  Academy  of  Arts  & Letters  has 
asked  Arte  Publico  to  submit  “Happy  Birthday 
Jesus”  as  the  Best  First  Novel  of  1994.  Says 
Ruiz,  “It’s  ironic.  Before  this,  the  same  people 
who  were  telling  me  the  novel  was  too  violent 
want  to  talk  to  me  now.” 

Ruiz  will  be  at  Modern  Times  Bookstore 
Sunday,  June  5,  at  7 p.m.  to  read  from  his  book 
and  answer  questions. 

Leonard  Peltier 
Weekend 
June  25-26  in 
Washington,  D.C. 

T zusl  July  American  Indian  Movement 
leader  Ixonard  Peltier  was  handed  a setback 
when  the  8th  District  Court  of  Appeals  yet 
again  denied  him  a new  trial.  Peltier’s  only 
chance  now  for  release  is  through  executive 
clemency.  His  petition  sits  on  the  desk  of 
President  Bill  Clinton.  Now,  more  than  ever, 
it  is  important  that  Clinton  sees  and  under- 
stands the  level  of  public  support  for  Peltier. 
On  Saturday  and  Sunday,  June  25-26,  the 
Leonard  Peltier  Freedom  Weekend  will  be 
held  in  Washington,  D.C. 

A day  of  music  and  song  is  set  for  Saturday. 
On  Sunday,  spiritual  leaders  will  walk  from 
Foggy  Bottom  in  Washington,  D.C.  to 


I>afayette  Park,  directly  across  from  the  White 
House.  The  walk  will  be  led  by  the  Keeper  of 
the  Sacred  Pipe,  Arvol  Looking  Horse 
(Lakota),  Joe  Chasing  Horse  (Lakota),  Lou 
Irwin  (spiritual  leader),  Ola  Cassadore  Davis 
(Apache  Survival  Coalition)  and  many  others. 
The  procession  will  include  people  from  all 
Indian  nations  as  well  as  other  supporters. 

President  Clinton  and  Hillary  Clinton  will 
be  offered  the  sacred  pipe  in  hope  that  they  will 
look  into  their  hearts  and  grant  Leonard  Pel- 
tier  his  freedom.  His  situation  is  extremely 
urgent.  A caravan  is  set  to  leave  San  Francisco 
on  June  21.  For  more  information  call  the 
Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee  at  (415) 
552-1992. 


Mayan  New  Year 

1' hough  you  may  not  know  it,  there  are 
thousands  of  Mayan  people  in  the  Bay  Area. 
The  Mayan  new  year  — Waxiguib’atz  — 
celebration  takes  place  June  10  and  will  be 
celebrated  at  the  Mission  Recreation  Center 
from  6:30-9:30  p.m.  Adrian  Cuyuch,  coor- 
dinator of  Grupo  Mayo,  says  there  will  be 
music,  dance  and  ceremonies.  Cuyuch  also 
offers  language  classes  in  Mayan,  Kakchiquel 
and  Spanish  during  the  week.  He  says  the  fees 
are  sliding  scale.  If  you’re  interested,  call 
Grupo  Maya  at  824-2534 

Free  Classes  for 
Youth  at  MCC 

T he  MAS  summer  program  kicks  off 
again  this  year  from  June  28  through  August 
26  at  The  Mission  Cultural  Center.  11  you're 
bored  this  summer  and  are  between  the  ages 
of  7 to  17,  come  to  the  Mission  Cultural  Center 
where  free  classes  will  be  offered.  There  will 
be  classes  in  Muralism,  Silkscreening, 
Capoeira,  Drawing,  Drama,  Photography, 
Video  Production  and  Comic  Book  Drawing. 
Class  hours  are  10  a.m.  to  noon  and  1 p.m.  to 
3 p.m.  The  summer  MAS  program  is  the  only 
such  program  offered  in  the  Mission  District 
for  low-  and  moderate-income  youth. 

Mount  Graham 
Battle  Continues 

^/Iount  Graham  (Big  Sealed  Moun- 
tain)  is  a sacred  area  for  the  San  Carlos 
Apache.  And  it  is  the  site  of  a controversial 
telescope  project  that,  for  years,  the  Apache 
people  have  fought  against.  The  University  of 
Arizona,  the  Vatican,  the  Max  Planck  Institute 
of  Germany  and  the  Arcetn  Observatory  of 
Italy  are  partners  in  a $200-million  develop- 
ment project  in  which  the  largest  telescope  in 
the  world  will  be  built.  On  May  25, 21  environ- 
mental groups  and  individuals  filed  a lawsuit  in 
Federal  Court  in  Washington.  The  suit  asserts 
that  the  U.S.  Forest  Service  and  the  U.S.  Fish 
& Wildlife  Service  violated  the  Endangerd 
Species  Act,  the  National  Environmental 
Policy  Act  and  the  Freedom  of  Information 
Act  by  allowing  construction  on  the  mountain. 
The  suit  claims  the  agencies  disregarded  re- 
quired studies  before  allowing  trees  to  be 
clear-cut  and  construction  undertaken  on 
Mount  Graham.  Project  developers  clear-cut 
ancient  forest  on  Mount  Graham  on  Decem- 
ber 7,  1993. 

The  plan  to  build  an  observatory  has  be- 
come so  controversial  that  all  of  University  of 
Arizona’s  American  partners  in  the  project 
have  dropped  out,  including  the  National  Op- 
tical Astronomy  Observatories,  the  University 
of  Texas,  the  University  of  Chicago,  Ohio  State 
University  and  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 


¥ 


SALVADOR 

DELI 

FEATURING 
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KATZ  BAGELS 

TRADITIONAL  BOILED  & BAKED  BAGELS 

17  VARIETIES  WHY 


3147 -16th  St. 


(between  Valencia  & Guerrero) 

A selection  of 
cream  cheese  spreads , 
smoked  loxy  white  fish , 
pizza  bagels , bagel  dogs 

HUMUS  AND  TOFU. 

Featuring  Spinelli  fine  Coffee 

at  KATZ  BAGELS 


3147 -16th  St.  • San  Francisco,  CA  • (415)  552-9122 
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Photos  and  text  by  Eugene  Kettner 


FOUR  LEG  REPRIEVE 


A lot  of  people  can’t  bear  the  thought  of 
surrendering  Fido  or  Tabby  to  an  animal  shel- 
ter, even  if  they  can’t  (or  don’t  want  to)  take 
care  of  the  little  critter.  The  thought  of  a 
beloved  pet  being  euthanised  is  too  much.  So 
they  dump  the  pet,  who  will  either  have  to  fend 
for  itself  or  be  adopted  by  some  anonymous 
passerby.  By  the  time  Animal  Care  and  Con- 
trol picks  it  up,  it  may  be  unadoptable  because 
of  disease  or  injuries. 

The  SF/SPCA  got  together  with  the  City’s 
Department  of  Animal  Care  and  Control  and 
came  up  with  an  agreement  to  place  every 
adoptable  pel  in  a loving  home.  Pets  with  be- 
havioral or  health  problems  will  be 


rehabilitated.  The  SPCA  projects  that  by  1995 
euthanasia  will  be  limited  to  animals  that  can't 
be  rehabilitated.  SPCA  President  Richard 
Avanzino  states:  "One  of  the  hopes  of  both 
organizations  is  that  once  the  people  of  San 
Francisco  realize  that  any  adoptable  dog  or  cat 
they  surrender  to  either  shelter  will  be  kept 
safe  from  harm  until  a good  home  can  be 
found,  they  won’t  be  tempted  to  abandon  un- 
wanted pets  on  the  City  streets  or  in  our  parks." 

Now  if  only  a worthy  organization  could  be 
found  whose  priority  was  the  placement  of 
stray  humans;  but  then,  humans  aren’t  nearly 
as  cute  and  cuddly. 


FREE  PHANTOMS 


Urs  Leonhardt  Steiner  and  Chorus  members  at  rehearsal. 


Opera?  On  Guerrero  Street?  Yup. 

"The  Return  of  the  Phantoms,"  a 
children’s  opera,  will  be  performed  by  the 
Columbia  Park  Boys  Club  Chorus,  the  San 
Francisco’s  Children’s  Chorus,  and  the  Com- 
munity Music  Center  Orchestra  on  Saturday 
and  Sunday,  June  1 1 and  12,  at  the  Columbia 
Park  Boys  Club.  The  club  is  located  at  450 
Guerrero  Street  and  both  performances  will 
be  at  3 p.m.  And  here’s  the  good  part.  It’s 


The  Boys  Club  Chorus  and  the  Com- 
munity Music  Center  are  heaven-sent  or- 
ganizations for  Mission  district  parents  looking 
for  a safe,  creative  outlet  for  their  children’s 
energy.  Urs  Leonhardt  Steiner  wrote  the 
opera,  leads  the  two  choruses,  conducts  the 
orchestra  and  keeps  the  kids  focused  with  all 
the  authority  of  a 1950s  Catholic  school  nun 
without  the  ruler. 

Go.  Take  the  kids.  Check  it  out.  It’s  free. 


TREE  AWARDED 


B.  Tree  just  won  the  Friends  of  the  Urban 
Forest's  Emily  Prettyman  Lowell  Award.  The 
award  is  given  to  people  who  have  made  a 
special  arboreal  contribution  to  San  Francisco. 
Tree  belongs  to  a group,  A Small  Free  Inn, 
which  not  only  plants  trees  in  its  neighborhood 
(some  of  its  handiwork  can  be  seen  along  23rd 
Street  between  Folsom  and  Shotwell)  but  also 


raises  fresh  produce  in  its  backyard  to  feed 
homeless  people. 

Tree  is  mildly  miffed  that  the  award  was 
given  to  him  instead  of  the  group  he  works 
with,  since  his  urban  flora  were  a collective 
effort,  but  that’s  the  award  biz.  Congratula- 
tions Tree. 
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SANDOVAL 
COIN  LAUNDRIES 
DRY  CLEANING  <*s> 

$0.75  WASH 

$0.50  WASH  AND  FOLD 


2267  MISSION 
642-0155 


3343  18TH 
282-9294 


PERSONAL  SERVICE 
ON  DUTY 
8 AM  TO  8 PM 

C 
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TAQUERIA 
4k?EL  BALAZO^? 

ABSOLUTELY  MEXICAN 

El  Balazo  created  the  “Burrito  Vallarta” 

($4.75),  composed  of  rock  prawns  sauteed  in 
olive  oil,  spiced  with  garlic  and  onion.  Fresh 
tender  cactus,  sweet  red  peppers,  saffron  rice 
and  black  beans  complete  this  delicacy.  Or  try 
“Bob’s  Burrito”  ($3.95),  our  vegetarian  special- 
ty with  sauteed  vegetables,  beans,  rice,  cheese, 
guacamole  and  sour  cream.  Enjoy  an  intimate 
dining  atmosphere  with  modern  Mexican  art 
and  fine  wines. 


“San  Francisco’s  #1  burrito.”  — 

Dara  Schlissel,  New  York  Native 

1654  HAIGHT  ST 
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THE  ALMOST  POST 


Mailman-  in- waiting  Victor  Ibarra. 


Victor  Ibarra  would  like  his  own  post  of- 
fice. His  mail  store,  called  the  Mail  Carrier,  is 
located  at  3288  21st  Street  and  sells  stamps, 
rents  mailboxes  and  provides  the  kind  of  ser- 
vices you  would  expect  at  a regular  post  office. 
He  applied  to  the  Postal  Service  to  have  the 
Mail  Carrier  become  the  Valencia  Station.  He 
went  through  three  days  of  Postal  Service 
training.  He  paid  S900  for  three  years  of  in- 


surance coverage.  He  filed  his  paperwork  in 
March.  Two  and  a half  months  later,  the  Post- 
al Service  is  still  working  on  his  application. 

If  the  Mail  Carrier  becomes  the  Valencia 
Station,  customer  costs  for  stamps  and  mailing 
services  will  go  down;  and  services  like  certified 
mail,  registered  mail,  insured  letters  and  postal 
money  orders  could  be  started  up.  Will  Victor 
get  his  very  own  post  office?  Stay  tuned. 


BUSTED ! 


The  good  news  is  that  Un  Mil  Y Una 
Noche  , locaed  on  18th  St.  just  east  of  Valen- 
cia, lost  its  liquor  license.  The  bad  news  is  that 
it's  still  open  for  business  as  a restaurant. 

Its  hapless  neighbors  have  long  known  that 
it's  not  the  pupusas  that  attract  a lot  of  the 
establishment’s  clientele.  A group  of  neigh- 
bors wrote  the  state  Alcoholic  Beverage  Com- 
mission, pleading  with  the  ABC  to  close  the  bar 
and  not  to  allow  the  liquor  license  to  be  trans- 
ferred to  another  party.  A year  later,  the  ABC 
yanked  the  license. 

The  Certificate  of  Decision  issued  by  the 
ABC  stated  “The  licensee  spends  little  time  at 
the  licensed  premises.  The  manager  of  the 
licensed  premises,  Otto  Cruz  and  his  wife, 
work  full-time  in  the  business.. .On  numerous 
occasions  during  1993,  Cruz  was  advised  by 
police  officers  of  the  narcotic  transactions  oc- 
curring in  the  premises  and  immediately  out- 
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side  the  premises  and  of  his  responsibility  for 
such  conduct  occurring  in  the  premises. 

"Respondent  contends  that  problem  is  the 
neighborhood,  not  the  premises,  but  the 
evidence  did  not  establish  that.  The  evidence 
established  the  contrary:  The  premises  are  a 
magnet  for  drug  traffic." 

ABC's  Certification  of  Decision  also  docu- 
mented 86  police  calls  to  the  premises  between 
April  1992and  March  1993,  including  57  suspi- 
cious persons,  9 noise  complaints,  7 arrests,  4 
prisoner  transports,  2 complaints  unknown,  2 
citizens  requesting  interviews,  2 fights  with  no 
weapons,  1 assault  and  battery,  1 drunk  and  1 
shot  fired.  Quite  an  impressive  record,  even  by 
Mission  district  standards. 

A neighbor  who  lives  on  the  same  block  as 
the  restaurant  said  the  drug  traffic  on  the  block 
has  decreased  about  50  to  60  percent  since  the 
license  was  revoked  on  April  28. 
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HARMONICS 


Lauren  Hirshson 

Certified  Harmonics  Practitioner 

Expose  your  lies. 

See  where  you  stop. 

Remove  negativity  in  your  relationships. 
Create  intuitive  links. 

YOU  CAN  CLEAR  ANYTHING 

Cutting-edge  technology. 

For  more  information  call:  821-2204. 


Lotus  Visions 

To  whom  do  you  give  away  your  power?  Learn  to  create,  in  abundance,  for  yoursell 
This  six  week  class  emphasizes  women’s  spirituality  using  the  tools  of: 

Personal  Mythology  ▲ Collages  A Neutrality  A Female  Grounding 
Protection  Roses  A Pillow  Fights  A Running  Cosmic  & Earth  Energy 
Splendid  Crayon  Art  A And  More! 

Class  sessions  in  continuous  cycles.  For  more  information,  call  (415)  864-7730. 


H.  Marlena  Howell 

Spiritual  Readings  & Healings 


Receive  communication  about  the  life  experiences  which  you  are  creating  as  spirit 
in  Relationships,  Career.  Money  and  with  your  Male  or  Female  Energy 

Reading  and  Healing  packages  are  available. 

(415)  864-7730 

Graduate  of  the  Berkeley  Psychic  Institute. 
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SOLE  MAN 


Photo  by  Eugene  Kenner 


Master  cobbler  Jack  P.  Davison, 
by  Alana  Herron 

true  craftsman  may  be  departing  the 
Mission  scene:  Taming  of  the  Shoe’s  "Jack  the 
Cobbler”  is  considering  retirement. 

At  his  workplace  behind  the  counter  at  the 
2176  Mission  Street  store,  Jack  P.  Davison 
said,  “I  am  ready  to  retire,"  but  then  added, 
"It’s  just  an  idea.  I may  still  have  a few  years 
left  in  me  yet.” 

Jack  has  reason  to  be  ready  to  retire.  Not 
only  is  he  the  legitimate  age  to  face  his  golden 
years,  but  he  has  been,  according  to  workman’s 
standards,  fixing  shoes  for  "a  really  long  time.” 
Born  and  raised  in  Huntsville,  Texas,  where  2 
of  his  3 children  and  a few  of  his  grandchildren 
still  live,  Jack  began  his  45-year  career  at  age 
13,  shining  shoes. 

"1  worked  at  my  friend  John  Silver’s  shop... 
When  I go  back  to  Huntsville  every  two  years 
or  so,  or  for  my  High  School  reunions.  I go  see 
him  and  we  talk  about  old  times.  I'll  probably 
see  him  when  I go  back  this  July." 

Taming  of  the  Shoe  owner  A1  Ribya  said, 
“Jack  is  an  institution.  I’d  hate  to  lose  someone 
who  has  been  with  me  for  15  years.” 

Jack  has  been  working  at  that  location  for 
20  years,  even  before  Taming  of  the  Shoe  ex- 
isted. "I  was  working  in  Oakland  for  the  Hurtz 
Company,  and  they  transferred  me  here. 
Then,  when  A1  became  the  owner  I started 
working  for  him." 

According  to  Jack,  the  biggest  change  in 
shoe  repair  from  the  old  days  is  not  in  the 
equipment  used  to  repair  shoes,  but  rather  in 
the  quality  of  the  shoes  themselves.  Today, 
many  shoes  are  made  of  cheap,  manmade  sub- 
stances like  plastic  that  aren’t  worth  the  effort 
to  fix.  Both  Jack  and  A1  point  out  that  on 


Mission  Street  there  is  a proliferation  of  cheap 
shoes.  However,  a good  pair  of  leather  shoes 
can  be  found;  and,  according  to  Jack,  they  are 
worth  it  in  the  long  run.  They  are  better  for  the 
feet  — they  allow  them  to  breathe  — and  can 
last  up  to  25  years. 

Jack's  treatment  of  shoes  has  resulted  in  a 
large  clientele  at  Taming  of  the  Shoe.  He 
repairs  about  two  big  boxes  full  of  men  and 
women’s  shoes  a week,  around  200  to  300. 
Sometimes  the  sole  needs  fixing,  sometimes 
the  heel,  sometimes  both.  Says  Jack,  "Ladies’ 
heels  are  the  easiest  to  repair.  Shoes  that  need 
new  uppers  and  new  soles  take  the  longest.” 

According  to  Ribya,  Jack  is  a workaholic 
who  should  be  recognized  not  just  because  of 
the  large  volume  of  work  he  handles,  but  be- 
cause he  is  a craftsman.  Each  job  takes  a lot  of 
time  and  involves  different  techniques  — from 
patching  to  brushing  to  "platforming." 

"Jack  is  basically  an  artist.  He  is  a sort  of  a 
throwback.  His  job  takes  patience  and  is  con- 
sidered a dirty  job,  but  it  is  a need  that  fills  a 
niche." 

Though  Jack  says  that  shoe  repair  is  a dying 
craft,  "unless  we  get  back  to  basic  soles  and 
uppers,”  there  is  a need  for  it.  Maybe  that  is 
why  Taming  of  the  Shoe  won’t  let  Jack  quit.  In 
the  meantime,  Jack  has  made  no  plans  for 
retirement  and  no  one  in  particular  is  being 
trained  to  replace  him. 

A1  said  that  Jack  works  all  the  time  and 
that  if  he  retires  “he’d  have  too  much  time  on 
his  hands  and  I don’t  know  what  he’d  do,"  Jack 
isn’t  worried.  He  likes  to  fish  and  he  can  think 
of  some  other  things  he  might  want  to  do.  He 
knows  he  definitely  won't  be  returning  to 
Texas. 

In  the  meantime,  a few  words  of  wisdom 
from  the  expert:  Rubber  platforms  are  "in.” 


MULTICULT  MAN 


“Cool  Devils,  Hot  Angels,”  a show  con- 
sisting of  recent  works  by  the  Mexican  Artist 
Jesus  Perez,  was  held  at  the  Mission  Cultural 
Center  last  month.  The  works  on  display  were 
woodcuts,  silkscreens  and  linoleum  prints,  all 
chronicling  Perez’  experience  of  the  Mission 
district,  where  he  has  lived  for  the  past  year. 

Perez,  who  was  trained  at  the  prestigious 
National  School  of  Plastic  Arts  of  the 
Autonomous  University  of  Mexico,  says  that 
the  show  represents  a major  change  in  his  style. 
Before  moving  to  the  States,  his  work  was 
heavily  influenced  by  European  models  such 
as  Dada  and  German  Expressionism.  How- 
ever, the  distance  that  his  year  in  exile  has 
allowed  him  has  enabled  him  to  rediscover  the 
artistic  heritage  of  his  own  country:  particularly 
the  work  of  Guadalupe  Posada,  whose  in- 
fluence was  to  be  seen  throughout  the  recent 
show. 

“Cool  Devils,  Hot  Angels,”  as  the  name 
suggests,  records  the  contrasts  and  contradic- 
tions that  Perez  experienced  in  his  year  in  the 
Mission.  “For  me,  the  Mission  is  an  uncanny 
mix  of  the  very  good  and  the  very  evil.  Art  and 
beauty,  next  to  utter  degradation,"  he  says.  “In 
a sense,  it’s  like  a microcosm  of  the  United 
States:  on  the  one  hand,  it’s  a very  multicul- 
tural place;  there’s  all  kinds  of  interactions  and 
exchanges  of  ideas  between  all  kinds  of  dif- 
ferent ethnic  and  social  groups  of  people.  On 


the  other  hand,  there’s  all  kinds  of  evils:  racism, 
fear  of  immigrants,  extreme  poverty  and 
degradation.”  It  is  this  love/hate  relationship 
with  the  Mission  and  the  U.S.  that  informs 
Perez’  more  recent  work. 

The  pieces  on  display  at  the  Mission  Cul- 
tural Center  have  a unique  style;  populated  by 
devils  and  angels,  skeletons  ("Mexican 
skeletons,  which  signify  life  and  death  at  the 
same  time,"  Perez  insists),  they  show  a world  at 
once  joyful  and  sinister.  Perhaps  the  most  out- 
standing work  is  an  18’  by  7’  banner,  printed  on 
plastic,  which  presents  us  with  an  affirmation 
of  immigrants  and  multiculturalism. 

Even  though  Perez’  show  will  be  over  by 
the  time  this  goes  to  press,  there  is  still  ample 
opportunity  to  see  his  work  around  the  Mis- 
sion. This  coming  July,  he  will  be  part  of  a 
groupshowat  Little  Frankenstein’s  at  17thand 
Sanchez  (his  piece,  which  portrays  a variety  of 
scenes  from  a single  night  in  the  Mission,  draws 
on  sources  as  diverse  as  North  American  comic 
book  art  and  the  Aztec  codex).  Moreover,  he 
has  produced  a permanent  work  for  the 
Clarion  Alley  Mural  Project  (a  silkscreen-on- 
plywood  piece  portraying  Chicano  struggles), 
which  is  definitely  worth  checking  out. 

For  more  information  about  Jesus  Perez’ 
work,  call  642-9802. 

Richard  Washburne 


572  Valencia  Sired 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
415  863-9933 

1— 

We  Buy,  Sell  & Trade 
Book  Search  Serrice 


M-F  10  - 10 
SAT.  & SUN.  11 

— P— 

Henry  Hollander  Prop. 


MEXICAN  FOOD 

Fresh  Fast  Deucious 

ORDER  TO  GO! 

Free  Delivery! 


Tel.  693-9613 
& 

Fax  693-9614 


380  Bush  St./  Kearny  Street 
(Down  Stairs) 

San  Francisco,  CA  94108 

10  AM  TO  3 PM 
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MAYA  COSMOS 

A STELLAR  VISION  OF  ANCIENT  MESOAMERICA 


By  Victor  Miller 

Since  the  publication  of  Linda  Scheie 
and  Mary  Ellen  Miller’s  Blood  of  Kings: 
Dynasty  and  Ritual  in  Maya  Art  in  1986,  a 
revolution  has  been  underway  in  our  percep- 
tions of  the  most  sophisticated  civilization  of 
the  pre-Columbian  Americas. 

For  centuries,  the  Maya  have  been  the 
subject  of  endless  theorization  both  inside  and 
outside  the  academic  community.  Their  mag- 
nificent ruined  cities  found  in  Mexico’s 
Yucatan  Peninsula  and  the  jungle  regions  of 
Guatemala,  Belize  and  Honduras  have  stimu- 
lated, sometimes  for  the  worse,  the  imagina- 
tive fancies  of  tourist,  anthropologist  and 
crackpot  alike.  The  Classic  Era  Maya  of  about 
100  to  900  A.D.,  with  their  wonderfully  baro- 
que stone  art,  brooding  temples  and  what 
many  a scholar  assured  us  were  indecipherable 
hieroglyphic  writings,  have  beguiled  us  with 
their  mysteriousness  and  reached  across  the 
centuries  to  touch  that  part  of  the  human  spirit 
fascinated  by  the  unknown. 

In  the  last  15  or  so  years,  the  stones,  as  they 
say,  have  begun  to  speak:  Maya  hieroglyphics 
are  now,  if  not  100-perccnt  readable,  readable 
enough  to  recover  a coherent  political  history 
and  an  astonishing  wealth  of  cultural  detail. 
Blood  of  Kings  was  the  first  book  to  draw  on 
this  explosion  of  information;  in  it  Scheie  and 
Miller  explode  the  myth  of  the  Maya  as  a 
pacifist  theocracy. 

The  Mayan  culture  is  shown  to  be  as  war- 
like as  any  other,  organized  around  an  institu- 
tion of  divine  kingship  that  often  required 
ritual  bloodletting  and  human  sacrifice. 

Blood  rites,  in  fact,  were  a central  focus  of 
Maya  culture,  and  blood  lines  of  supreme  im- 
portance in  establishing  the  right  to  rule.  Blood 
of  Kings  describes  public  body-piercing 
ceremonies,  in  which  the  king  would  some- 
times perforate  his  penis  with  a sting-ray  spine 
while  his  wife  would  draw  a thorn-studded  cord 
through  her  tongue,  letting  their  divine  blood 
pour  onto  strips  of  paper  which  were  then 
burned  as  incense.  The  mere  aesthetics  of 
these  scenes  are  enough  to  shatter  the  image 
of  the  Maya,  fostered  by  a previous  generation 
of  archaeologists,  as  mathematically  inclined, 
unworldly  monks. 

In  1990  Scheie  and  archaeologist  David 
Freidel  coauthored  A Forest  of  Kings:  The 
Untold  Story  of  the  Anc.ent  Mava  While 
Blood  of  Kings  established  the  reality  of  a 
Maya  civilization  radically  different  from  any- 
thing previous  postulated,  Forest  of  Kings 
fleshes  out  that  reality  with  historical  and  politi- 
cal chronicles.  The  reader  gets  a look  into  the 
intrigues,  ambitions  and  follies  of  people 
scheming  for  power,  concerned  for  the  welfare 


of  their  children  and  facing  ecological  calamity. 
There  is  the  saga  of  Pakal,  king  of  Palenquc, 
and  his  elaborate  efforts  to  have  his  son  suc- 
ceed him  in  office;  the  unhappy  story  of  master 
builder  and  inept  warrior  18-Rabbit  King  of 
Copan;  and  the  recounting  of  a particularly 
blood-drcnched  ceremony  of  succession  for 
Bird  Jaguar  of  Yaxchilan. 

Thirty  years  previous  to  the  publication  of 
this  book,  the  weight  of  scholarly  opinion  held 
that  all  these  people  and  their  stories  would  be 
lost  to  us  forever;  now  here  they  arc  in  vivid 
narrative  detail.  What  is  perhaps  the  most  ex- 
citing part  of  this  whole  process  of  discovery  is 
that  while  the  Maya  have  lost  some  of  the 


from  the  stone-carved  glyphs  in  the  rain  forests 
is  more  exotic  and  compelling  than  any  pre- 
vious speculations. 

Maya  Cosmos:  Three  Thousand  Years  nn 
the  Shaman’s  Path  by  Scheie,  Freidel  and  Joy 
Parker,  was  published  in  1993  and  builds  on 
the  groundbreaking  work  of  the  previous  two 
books.  It  is  as  vast  in  scope  as  the  title  implies. 
Cosmos  is  an  attempt  in  just  over  400  pages  to 
give  as  complete  as  possible  a picture  of  the 
Maya  world  view,  including  the  significant  role 
played  by  the  earlier  Olmec  civilization,  as  well 
as  the  evolution  of  specific  practices  and  beliefs 
over  the  millennia  to  the  present  day. 

One  of  the  more  puzzling  aspects  of  Maya 
society  has  been  the  relationship  between  the 


privileged  elite  with  their  complex  religious 
literature  and  the  illiterate  Maya  peasants  who 
did  all  the  hard  physical  labor  involved  in  the 
erection  of  temples  and  pyramids.  Did  the 
peasantry  really  have  no  inkling  of  what  they 
were  building,  or  was  there  a shared  cultural 
heritage  that  definitively  manifested  itself? 

In  an  impressive  piece  of  detective  work, 
Scheie  answers  this  question  by  demonstrating 
a direct  correspondence  between  creation 
myth  representations  in  Maya  art  and  litera- 
ture and  the  shifting  position  of  the  Milky  Way, 
the  largest  object  in  the  heavens.  August  14, 
3114  B.C.,  is  the  date  the  ancient  Maya  gave 
for  the  gods’  creation  of  the  current  world;  on 


this  day, of  the  year  and  its  reciprocal  February 
5,  the  movement  of  the  Milky  Way  across  the 
night  sky  was  envisioned  by  the  Maya  as  telling 
the  story  of  the  maize  god  carried  in  a canoe  to 
the  place  of  death  and  rebirth  between  Gemini 
and  Orion.  The  three  stars  in  Orion’s  belt  arc 
the  “three  stone  place”  where  the  sky  was 
raised  off  the  earth  by  the  Creator,  allowing  the 
world  to  begin.  The  maize  gods'  actions  in  the 
sky  parallel  the  birth,  death  and  renewal  of  the 
maize  crop  on  earth;  the  three  stones’  place  of 
creation  has  its  equivalent  in  the  three  stone 
hearth  place  found  in  Maya  homes  for 
thousands  of  years;  the  Milky  Way  in  its 
north\south  orientation  is  both  the  tree  of  life 
separating  heaven  and  earth  and  the  maize 
plant  itself. 


It  is  this  obsession  for  the  way  in  which  the 
divine  and  human  worlds  connect  in  common 
patterns  that  Freidel,  Scheie  and  Parker  follow 
along  the  course  of  3000  years,  touching  on  all 
aspects  of  the  elaborate  Maya  culture,  from 
dance  to  architecture  to  warfare.  In  this  story, 
the  shaman,  the  one  with  knowledge  of  the 
Otherworld,  is  a central  and  powerful  figure 
I Ic  is  the  wizard\king  of  ancient  times,  feeding 
the  gods  with  his  own  blood  until  he  reaches  a 
trancelikc  visionary  state.  In  modern  times,  he 
is  a rainmaker  whose  rituals  are  determined  by 
a world  view  modified  in  its  trappings  but  sub- 
stantially unaltered  by  the  passage  of  centuries. 

While  Blood  of  Kings  broke  the  Maya 
civilization  free  from  20th-century  academic 
misconceptions  and  Forest  of  Kings  provided 
a history  of  the  Classic  Era,  Mava  Cosmos 
undertakes  the  challenging  task  of  putting  the 
insights  of  those  works  in  perspective  with 
more  recent  discoveries.  The  result,  as  the 
authors  see  it,  is  “a  book  on  the  continuity  of 
Maya  reality  from  the  ancient  past  to  the 
present.” 

This  ambitious  undertaking  makes  for 
demanding  but  not  inaccessible  reading  that,  if 
sometimes  filled  with  an  overwhelming  out- 
pouring of  specialized  information,  is  nonethe- 
less characterized  by  fine  prose  and  astounding 
encounters  with  cultural  survivals.  One  of  the 
more  interesting  of  these  is  the  modern-day 
village  of  Tixkakal  Guardia,  whose  public 
buildings  and  plazas  are  arranged  in  an  manner 
identical  to  the  East  Court  of  the  ruins  of 
Copan  Honduras.  Even  Copan’s  ballcourt,  a 
place  of  ritual  sacrifice,  has  its  contemporary 
equivalent  in  Tixkakal  Guardia’s  bullring,  a 
place  of  ritual  but  nonhuman  sacrifice. 

In  linking  the  findings  of  contemporary 
ethnographers,  archaeologists,  epigraphcrs 
and  scholars  in  other  fields,  the  authors  bring 
the  vast  panorama  of  Maya  society  into  view, 
not  as  a theory  of  a long-vanished  people,  but 
as  an  integral  part  of  the  history  of  the 
Americas  — a living  history  and  an  enduring 
culture.  Mava  Cosmos  is  an  exceptional  book 
for  not  only  its  intellectual  achievement  but  its 
humanistic  ethos.  The  latter  is  elegantly  ex- 
pressed in  the  opening  chapter: 

“People  in  the  West  are  learning  that  we 
live  on  a planet  with  many  societies,  each  har- 
boring different  visions  and  ways  of  looking  at 
things  that  are,  in  fact,  alternative  realities. 
Acknowledging  the  equality  of  these  realities  is 
a matter  of  human  justice.  Tapping  their 
strengths  to  foster  cleaner,  more  humane,  and 
more  survival-oriented  forms  of  material 
power  is  a matter  of  common  sense.  Learning 
to  understand  and  respect  these  alternative 
cultural  realities  is  a first  step  onto  the  road 
toward  a better  world.” 


LEATHER  DESIGNER 


REPAIRS  AND  ALTERATIONS 
CUSTOM  TAILORING  TO  FIT  YOU 

VESTS  • JACKETS  • PANTS  • SKIRTS  and  much  more 

Professional,  Reliable  and  Quality  Service 
for  MEN  and  WOMEN 


Servicio  Completo  de  Reparacion  de  Zapatos 
Complete  Shoe  Repair  Service 

Zipper  Repair  - Reparacion  de  Zipperes 

• Hand  Bags  - Bolsas  de  Mano 

• Small  Pouches  - Valijines 

• Shoe  Soles  - Suelas  de  Zapatos 

• Heels  - Tacones 

• Color  Change  - Cambios  de  Color 

• Cowboy  Boots  - Botas  Vaqueras 

Professional,  quality,  reliable  service. 

Best  prices  in  the  Mission. 

• 

Servicio  Profesional,  confiable  y de 
calidad  con  los  mejores  precios  de  la  Mishin. 


3128  - 16TH  STREET  • SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94103 

Gus  Campos  - General  Manager 


* JACKET  SALE 
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GO  TO  BAT 
FOR  RECYCLING 


Piichirfgin  with  the  12  types  of  recyclables  are  pitcher  John  Burkett,  shortstop  Royce  Clayton 
and  children  from  Columbia  Park  Boys  Club,  the  Mission  YMCA  and  Huntres  Point  Youth 
Services:  left  to  right,  front  row;  Melissa  Melendez,  Emily  Lane,  Franklin  Thomas,  Hakeem 
Demby:  left  to  right,  middle  row;  Jackie  Wilson,  Frankie  Thomas,  Lacey  Edwards,  Sam  Galvin- 
Nash,  Benjamin  Gould,  Nick  Elprin;  left  to  right,  back  row;  Demetrius  Jackson,  Luis  Barajas  and 


A NONSMOKING 
PITCH 


Sam  Cheatham. 

In  a unique  public-private  collaboration, 
the  City’s  Recycling  Program  and  the  San 
Francisco  Giants  have  announced  a summer 
outreach  effort  which  will  allow  residents  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  city  to  earn  Giants  tickets 
by  recycling.  The  "Twelve  Weeks  of  Recy- 
cling” campaign  focuses  on  the  12  items  that 
can  be  recycled  through  the  curbside  and 
apartment  recycling  programs  in  San  Francis- 
co. l"he  12  recyclable  are  junk  mail,  cardboard 
boxes,  office  paper,  cereal  and  other  dry  food 
boxes,  phone  books,  magazines  and  catalogs, 
paper  bags,  newspapers,  glass  jars  and  bottle, 
tin/steel  cans,  plastic  two-liter  soda  bottles  and 
aluminum  cans. 

From  June  1 to  August  3 1 , residents  in  the 
Mission,  Excelsior,  Visitacion  Valley  and 
Bayview  Hunters  Point  and  Ingleside  neigh- 
borhoods can  enter  the  drawing  for  a pair  of 
Giants  tickets  by  filling  out  "Go  to  Bat  for 


Recycling”  cards  each  time  they  recycle.  The 
Giants  have  donated  1 ,000  tickets  to  their  Sep- 
tember 16  game  against  the  Houston  Astros. 
Recycling  cards  will  be  available  in  neighbor- 
hood recreation  and  community  centers, 
libraries  and  some  grocery  stores. 

"We  support  recycling  at  Candlestick  and 
throughout  San  Francisco,"  says  Giants 
managing  general  partner  Peter  Magowan.  In 
addition  to  recycling  office  paper  in  the  execu- 
tive offices,  the  Giants  have  set  up  recycling 
bins  in  parking  lots  for  tailgaters  to  use  for 
bottles  and  cans.  "During  the  Twelve  Weeks 
of  Recycling  we  urge  all  our  fans  to  pitch  in  and 
recycle  at  Candlestick,"  Magowan  adds. 

Additional  information  from  the  survey  is 
available  upon  request  by  calling  554-3409 
Residents  who  want  details  on  the"Go  to  Bat 
for  Recycling"  program  with  the  Giants  may- 
call  the  Recycling  Program’s  Hotline  at  554- 
6193. 


W e are  the  Columbia  Park  Boy’s 
Club  Tobacco  Free  Task  Force  (TFx2).  We 
are  helping  to  stop  the  promotion  and  access 
of  tobacco  in  our  community.  This  work  is  very 
important  because  more  people  die  each  year 
from  cigarettes  than  from  murders,  AIDS  and 
drug  overdoses  combined! 

We  would  like  to  congratulate  the  Board 
of  Supervisors  and  the  Mayor  for  passing  the 
City’s  new  non-smoking  ordinance  which  will 
guarantee  that  our  communities  can  be  free  of 
smoke  in  work  places  and  eating  estab- 
lishments. These  are  our  thoughts: 

The  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco  has 
revised  it’s  smoking  ordinances.  I as  a San 
Francisco  youth,  think  this  is  a great  ordinance 
because  I don’t  want  to  breathe  second  hand 
smoke.  Breathing  second  hand  smoke  is  like 
smoking  a cigarette  without  wanting  to.  I,  as 
an  athlete,  would  not  like  to  mess  with  my 
health  by  doing  something  stupid  like  smoking. 
Other  tobacco  free  people  would  agree  with 
me.  Physically,  smoking  damages  your  lungs, 
and  messes  up  your  teeth.  Also,  when  I go  to 
restaurants  and  smell  smoke,  I feel  like  I’m 
eating  all  the  chemicals  in  cigarette  smoke. 

Jose  Serrano 

I,  as  a woman  am  very  glad  to  see  the  new 
Tobacco  Control  Ordinance  taking  place.  It 
insures  that  a pregnant  woman  won’t  have  to 
inhale  second  hand  smoke  that  can  cause  birth 
defects  in  unborn  babies.  Women  can  be  sure 
that  their  unborn  babies  will  be  safe  in  the  work 
place  and  in  restaurants  while  they  eat.  I think 
that  the  new  Ordinance  is  telling  smokers  that 
they  should  think  about  other  people  besides 
themselves,  like  unborn  babies. 

Roxanne  Biggs 

My  mane  is  Ivan  Corado.  I am  an  18  year 
old  Latino  male  in  the  Mission.  My  take  on  the 
new  city  wide  smoking  ordinance  is  that  I total- 
ly agree.  It  puts  the  big  smokers  out  and  makes 
work  a little  bit  easier.  It’s  hard  enough  going 
to  work  every  day;  now  people  don’t  have  to 
pay  the  price  for  other  people’s  addictions.  I’m 
glad  to  see  that  the  law  makers  of  our  city  care 


Mission  District 
Home  Owners 
Do  you  need: 

* A new  roof 

* Sewer  repairs 

* New  rear  stairs 

* Electrical  repairs 

* Hot  Water 

* To  correct  a Code  Violation 

If  you  own  and  occupy  your  own  home  and 
your  income  fall  within  certain  guidelines 
you  may  qualify  for  a City  sponsored  CERF 
loan. 

( Example : a family  of  four  may  make  up  to 
$39,920  per  year). 

How  the  Loan  program  works-  The  maximum  amount 
of  the  loan  is  57,500  and  ihc  minimum  is  5250.  The 
Loans  are  interest-free,  deferred  pa yment.se cured 
by  a deed  of  trust  benefiting  the  City,  and  due  and 
payable  upon  sale  or  transfer  of  the  title  to  the 
property  or  termination  of  the  owner’s  occupancy. 

You  may  be  required  to  provide  information  to  the 
City  to  substantiate  that  the  property  remains  owner 
occupied  and  is  not  being  used  as  a rental. 

For  more  information  call:  Lucy  Pineda  at 
Mission  Housing  Development  (n) 

(415)  864-6432. 


about  the  health  and  well  being  of  our  city  wide 
work  force.  Hopefully,  one  day  the  entire  city 
of  San  Francisco  will  be  smoke  free. 

Ivan  M.  Corado 

Hi,  my  name  is  Ricardo  Garcia,  and  I 
would  like  to  congratulate  our  San  francisco 
Officials  for  passing  the  tobacco  Control  Or- 
dinance. For  too  many  years  we  been  breath- 
ing other  people’s  smoke.  And  thanks  to  you 
guys  and  the  support  of  many  Counselor’s, 
Organization’s,  and  politicians,  now  we  can 
breathe  better  and  not  worry  about  getting 
second  hand  smoke  in  our  lungs.  I also  think 
that  this  will  help  us  teenagers  to  understand 
the  risks  of  smoke  inhalation.  Thanks  for 
those  organizations  who  fought  for  this  or- 
dinance to  be  passed  and  for  worrying  about 
people’s  health. 

I am  very  pleased  that  the  new  non-smok- 
ing ordinance  in  workplaces  and  public  build- 
ings has  taken  effect.  This  new  ordinance 
benefits  all  non-smokers  greatly.  Because  now 
a worker  doesn't  have  to  worry  about  second 
hand  smoke  at  work.  Also,  for  teenagers  such 
as  myself,  1 don’t  have  to  breathe  in  toxic  tobac- 
co smoke  at  school  anymore.  Finally,  I believe 
that  this  new  ordinance  will  inspire  other  pres- 
sure groups  to  create  other  ordinances,  which 
hopefully  will  lead  to  a tobacco-free  San  Fran- 
cisco. 

Mike  Wilson 

The  new  ordinance  that  went  into  effect 
Feb.  1, 1994, 1 believe  is  a great  ordinance,  this 
ordinance  says  that  there  is  no  smoking  al- 
lowed in  any  area  where  there  is  at  least  one 
employee.  This  pretty  much  covers  all  places 
that  the  public  has  access  to.  It  also  states  that 
employers  can’t  allow  employees  to  smoke  on 
their  work  sites,  this  ordinance  will  limit 
people  to  smoking  in  the  privacy  of  their  own 
home.  With  this  ordinance,  I believe  tobacco 
sales  will  go  down,  or  more  people  will  spend 
time  at  home.  Enforcing  the  ordinance  will  be 
easy,  hopefully,  if  enough  people  are  informed 
and  the  supervisors  of  public  places  now  there 
is  a fine. 

Edgardo  Montoya 


USED  BOOKS 

AND  RECORDS 

BUY  OR  TRADE 

Old  Photos,  Ephemera, 
Postcards,  Vintage  Pulp, 
Sheet  Music,  Comics  & 
Underground  Comix 

Hours:  Noon  to  9:00  pm  Daily 

David  Gaines 
Wayne  Holder 

3686  ZO*  Street  (at  Guerrero) 

San  Francisco,  CA  941 10  (415)  648-0957 


CASA  VALENCIA 


Furnished  rooms  for  rent  in  the 
sunny  Mission. 

Full  time  manager. 

Laundry  rooms. 

Close  to  shopping  and  all  forms  of 
public  transportation;  All  utilities 
included,  except  telephone. 

Staff  on  duty  24  hours. 

For  more  information  call  552-0825 
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ROXIE  HOSTS  18TH  INTERNATIONAL 
GAY  AND  LESBIAN  FILM  FESTIVAL 


by  Richard  Reineccius 

Of  the  360  films  and  videos  being 
screened  during  the  18th  Annual  International 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Film  Festival  June  9 to  19, 
more  are  from  the  Mission  than  from  any  other 
district  or  from  any  other  city,  proving  once 
again  the  vitality  of  filmmaking  as  an  industry 
here. 

More  than  two  dozen  of  the  films  are  by 
Mission  residents,  according  to  Frameline,  the 
Festival  presenter.  Taking  place  primarily 
here  at  the  Roxie  Cinema  and  at  the  Castro 
Theater,  the  greatly  expanded  1 1-day  Festival 
will  also  take  place  at  the  nearby  Yerba  Buena 
Center  for  the  Arts,  where  nine  special  S3 
all-day  video  screenings  begin  Sunday  June  12. 
There  are  also  schedules  at  San  Jose’s  Towne 
Theater  and  Berkeley’s  Pacific  Film  Archive. 
The  full  schedule  booklet  can  be  picked  up  at 
the  Roxie  or  at  most  neighborhood  cof- 
feehouses and  bookstores. 

Among  the  producers  and  directors  from 
the  Mission,  we  spoke  with  Crystal  Mason  and 
Bo  of  Bo  Productions  ("Shasta  Woman"), 
Doug  Mobley  ("Joggernaught"),  and  Augie 
Robles  and  Valentin  Aguirre  ("IViva  16th!"). 
Their  works,  from  30  minutes  to  nearly  an 
hourin  length,  will  be  shown  as  part  of 
programs  at  the  Roxie  or  Yerba  Buena. 

Bo  Brown,  who  prefers  to  be  “just  Bo,” 
took  part  in.  the  October  1992  Tribunal  on 
Indian  rights  at  Mission  High.  She  immedi-, 
ately  decided  to  produce  her  and  Mason’s 
documentary  about  Norma  Jean  Croy.  Cray  is 
a Shasta  Tribe  member  still  in  prison  for  par- 
ticipating in  the  much-publicized  Shasta  Coun- 
ty incident  in  which  her  brother  Hooty  was 
arrested  for  killing  a police  officer.  Hooty, 
originally  sent  to  death  row,  was  later  freed  on 
appeal  and  charges  were  dismissed  in  what  was 
determined  to  be  a police-provoked  incident. 
Norma  Jean,  however,  was  not  granted  the 
automatic  appeals  that  the  death  sentence 


brings;  she  is  still  serving  time  in  Chowchilla 
State  Prison. 

"I  borrowed  a Hi-8  camera  from  Queer 
TV  and  started  shooting,"  says  Bo,  who  served 
eight  years  for  her  actions  as  part  of  the  George 
Jackons  Brigade.  “With  Crystal  as  director,  we 
interviewed  Norma  Jean  and  three  other  les- 
bians at  Chowchilla,  focusing  not  only  on  the 
treatment  of  Native  Americans,  but  also  the 
treatment  of  lesbians  and  the  horrible  low  level 
of  health  care  at  the  prisons.”  Poet  Chrystos 
also  speaks  one  of  her  poems  in  the  half-hour 
film,  which  “is  basically  a talking-heads  piece,” 
according  to  Bo,  “but  it’s  good  talking  heads." 
She  and  others  hope  the  film  can  be  used  to 
help  raise  funds  for  legal  costs  of  Croy’s  sen- 
tence appeal,  tentatively  scheduled  for  action 
this  fall  in  federal  court  action  in  Sacramento. 
“Shasta  Woman"  is  part  of  a triple  bill  on 
Gay/Lesbian  American  Indians  on  Saturday, 
June  18,  2 p.m.  at  the  Roxie. 

"Joggernaught,"  Doug  Mobley’s  hour-long 
fantasy  film/video,  is  about  the  grip  of  loneli- 
ness and  imagination  on  a man  doing  a 14-mile 
run  around  a rural  reservoir.  “It’s  about  the 
tension  that  exists  between  country  life  and  the 
city,”  says  Mobley,  who  moved  from  rural  Con- 
tra Costa  to  the  Mission  immediately  out  of 
college.  “And  it’s  about  distance  — of  the  run, 
of  the  man  to  his  boyfriend,  family,  the  city,  to 
social  problems."  A runner  himself,  Mobley 
admits  the  film  is  intensely  autobiographical. 
“I  run  to  flush  the  brain's  plumbing,"  he  says, 
“to  empty  it  of  thoughts  or  to  help  me  laugh  at 
my  own  problems  at  times,  but  usually  it’s  a 
time  to  think.” 

Mobley  is  presently  at  work  on  a documen- 
tary with  his  producer/partner  Steve  Green- 
berg on  “Queens,”  about  transgender 
male-to-female  “pre -operatives,  people  who 
decide  not  to  have  surgery,  but  to  live  as 
women.”  He  has  shot  about  half  of  it,  and 
meanwhile  has  “a  number  of  screenplays  bub- 
bling in  my  mind”  in  varying  degrees  of  com- 
pletion. “Joggernaught,”  has  says,  “is  a 


prologue  to  the  themes  in  all  of  them.”  It 
shows  at  10  p.m.  June  12  at  the  Roxie,  with  a 
short. 

"IViva  16th!"  is  a new  verite  video  about 
the  Chicano/Latino  lesbian  and  gay  com- 
munity. The  short  work  by  Aguirre  and 
Robles  is  raw  and  lively,  with  new  footage 
being  added  even  as  we  go  to  press.  It’s  part  of 
a full  day  of  new  videos  called  “As  the  World 
Turns,"  presented  in  association  with  Mission- 
based  Cine  Accion,  running  from  noon  to  6 
p.m.  at  Yerba  Buena  on  each  of  two  days,  June 
12  or  June  16.  “Viva!”  is  part  of  the  2 p.m. 
program  titled  “Looking  for  Space,"  along  with 
two  films  about  being  homosexual  in  Cuba. 
The  full  day’s  videos  can  be  viewed  for  the 
single  $3  admission,  which  also  includes  the 
Center’s  current  exhibition  of  panels  from  the 
NAMES  Project  AIDS  Memorial  Quilt. 

Check  out  the  Festival  program  for  other 
films  and  videos  by  Missionites  Tanya  Miller 
("Without  Saying  Goodbye"),  Alison  Gallant 


and  Nicola  Kountoupes  ("Who  is  Poetessa 
Fishouse?"),  Grace  Giorgio,  Danielle  Massin- 
gale  and  Julienne  Yuhn  ("What  Gets  You 
Off'),  Sophie  Constantinou  ("Trans"),  Dawn 
Logsdon  ("Tomboy!"),  Rachel  Herbert 
("That’s  Alright  Mama"),  Leslie  Singer  (Talk- 
ing Back  the  Dolls"),  Hima  B.  ("Straight  For 
The  Money:  Interviews  with  Queer  Sex 
Workers"),  Craig  Goodman  ("Starway  to  the 
Stairs")[sic],  Tom  di  Maria  ("Seen  Anything 
Good  Lately?"),  Johnny  Symons  ("Out  In 
Africa"),  Becky  Mac  Donald  ("One  Single 
Life"),  Lexi  Leban  ("More  Than  A Paycheck"), 
David  Johsnon  ("Lifesaver"),  Monica  Nolan 
("Lesbians  Who  Date  Men"),  Katnna  Fullman 
("Her  Appetite"),  Daniel  Humphrey  ("For- 
ward, Bound"),  Jeffrey  Winters  ("Fabians’ 
Freeak  Show"),  Eric  Haeberli  ("Exterminator 
II"),  Julie  X Black  ("The  Angel  of  Wool- 
worths"),  Dennis  Controy  ("45  RPM  Love"), 
and  probably  one  or  two  we've  missed. 


AFTER  THE  PARADE 


JOIN  US 


SUNDAY 
JUNE  19 

GAY  AND  LESBIAN  FREEDOM  DAY 


ESTA  NOCHE 


3079  SIXTEENTH  STREET  (4 1 5)  86 1 -6767 

3ETWEEN  MISSION  & VALENCIA 

HAPPY  HOUR  MONDAY  TO  FRIDAY 

WELL,  BEER,  DOMESTIC  WINE  $1.65 


ENTERTAINMENT 

TUESDAY 

WEDNESDAY 

THURSDAY 


CELEBRATION 


SUNDAY 
10:30  PM 
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CHIROPRACTIC 

NOTEBOOK 

By:  Dr.  Ross  Williams 


WATCH  OUT 
FOR 

WHIPLASH 

It  happens  every  day.  Car  A crashes  into 
the  rear  of  car  B because  driver  A failed  to 
notice  car  B had  stopped  in  front  of  him. 

The  damage  to  both  cars  is  minimal,  as  is 
the  damage  to  driver  A.  His  sprained  wrist 
heals  in  about  three  weeks.  Driver  B is  less 
fortunate.  About  30  minutes  after  the  acci- 
dent, B’s  neck  feels  sore.  He  recalls  his  head 
jerking  backward  upon  impact  and  then  whip- 
ping forward.  A few  hours  later,  he  has  a 
severe  headache,  nausea,  dizziness  and 
blurred  vision.  His  neck  aches  with  a dull  pain 
that  increases  with  any  attempted  movement. 
The  neck  pain  might  radiate  into  his  shoulders 
and  arms. 

A full  year  after  his  "fender  bender”  col- 
lision,‘B  is  still  suffering  many  of  his  original 
symptoms,  including  daily  headaches  and 
fatigue.  He  also  develops  psychological 
problems  common  to  most  chronic  pain  vic- 
tims: depression,  irritability,  lowered  self-es- 
teem and  a feeling  of  helplessness. 

When  the  actual  force  applied  to  upper 
neck  is  calculated,  it  appears  miraculous  that 
the  head  remains  attached  to  the  body.  When 
rear-ended  by  a 3,500  pound  car  traveling  at 
10  miles  per  hour,  the  upper  cervical  spine 
(neck)  is  subjected  to  several  tons  or  more  of 
traumatizing  force.  These  lower  speed 
“fender  bender”  whiplash  injuries  are  usually 
limited  to  the  soft  tissues,  damaging  muscles 
(strains),  ligaments  (sprains),  blood  vessels 
and  nerves.  Higher  speed  collisions  cause 
more  severe  soft  tissue  damage  as  well  as  pos- 
sible fractures  of  the  cervical  vertebrae  (neck 
bones)  and  damage  to  the  spinal  cord. 

Many  bizarre  symptoms,  such  as  ringing  in 
the  ears,  nausea,  dizziness,  blurred  vision  and 
altered  sense  of  taste  and  smell  are  common. 
These  arise  from  damage  to  collections  of  ner- 


ves in  the  neck  called  the  cervical  sympathetic 
ganglia.  These  nerves  are  involved  with  the 
control  of  many  functions  in  the  head,  includ- 
ing vision,  salivation,  blood  flow,  balance  and 
muscle  tone. 

There  are  some  steps  you  can  take  to 
reduce  the  chances  of  incurring  whiplash  injury 
and  thus  spinal  or  nervous  system  injury.  In- 
stall an  elevated  central  brake  light  on  your  car, 
if  it  is  an  older  model.  Studies  show  that  these 
third  brake  lights  reduce  the  chance  of  getting 
rear-ended  by  53  percent.  A properly  posi- 
tioned headrest  can  also  minimize  neck 
damage.  The  center  of  the  headrest  should  be 
set  half  an  inch  higher  than  the  center  of  the 
back  of  your  head. 

If  you  look  in  your  rear-view  mirror  and 
“see  it  coming,"  apply  the  brakes  using  both 
feet.  The  less  your  car  moves  when  hit,  the  less 
you’ll  be  hurt.  Also,  brace  yourself  with  your 
hands  gripping  the  steering  wheel  and  your 
head  against  the  headrest.  Look  straight 
ahead.  Injury  is  much  greater  if  the  neck  is 
twisted  or  turned  at  the  moment  of  impact. 
Sound  your  horn  and  hope  they  slop  short  of 
hitting  you. 

If  you  are  unfortunate  and  get  hit,  try  to 
remember  that  you  may  have  serious  injuries 
and  move  cautiously.  Depending  on  the  de- 
gree of  impact,  you  may  need  to  receive  emer- 
gency medical  care  and  be  checked  for  fracture 
and  spinal  cord  damage.  Once  it  is  determined 
that  you  have  no  immediate  life-threatening 
problems,  get  yourself  to  a chiropractor. 
Chiropractors  are  specialists  in  restoring  nor- 
mal biomechanical  functioning  to  the  spine 
and  neuromuscular  balance  to  the  entire  body. 
Modern  chiropractic  care  is  the  most  effective 
way  of  achieving  maximum  rehabilitation  of 
most  whiplash  injuries. 

Finally,  the  sooneryou  begin  treatment  the 
better,  but  it  is  never  too  late.  And,  if  you've 
had  an  accident  in  the  last  12  months,  in- 
surance law  states  you  have  one  year  from  the 
date  of  accident  to  open  a medical  claim. 

If  you  have  any  questions  for  Dr.  Williams, 
he  can  be  reached  at  Mission  District 
Chiropractors  826-1000. 


Temporary 

Help 


A three-week  old  abandoned  kitten,  too  young  to  be  adopted.  A sick 
puppy.  An  injured  stray. 

A San  Francisco  SPCA  Foster  Parent  gives  these  animals  the  care  they 
need  until  they  are  old  enough  or  healthy  enough  to  be  placed  in  a loving 
home. 

If  you  can  open  your  heart  and  home  for  a short  while  to  help  a special 
animal.  The  San  Francisco  SPCA  would  like  to  hear  from  you. 


The  San  Francisco  SPCA 

2500 16th  St  San  Francisco.  CA  94103  415-554-3000 


OPEN  INVITATION  TO  MISSION  MERCHANTS 

mission  - Business  forum  - 1994 

Sponsored  by:  The  Mission  Merchants  Association  & 

The  24th  Street  Merchants  Association 

Tuesday  - July  5, 1994  • 9 am  - 2 pm 

Mission  Cultural  Center  (2868  Mission,  S.F.) 

Specially  designed  for: 

• First  time  business  owners 

• Current  and  established  business  owners 

• Prospective  (two  or  more)  store-business  owners 

Topics  & sessions  will  include:  Advertising  & Marketing  Tips, 
Computers  & Your  Business,  Hot  To  Get  A Small  Business  Loan, 
Making  Profits  & Investments,  How  To  Start  A Small  Business, 
Taking  Advantage  Of  Major  Mission  Festivals  & Events,  Safety  . . 

. . and  More 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  CALL: 

A1  Ribaya  282-2900  • Jorge  Hernandez  824-7728 


RAINBOW 

GROCERY 

INCOBPORA1IO 


1899  MISSION  ST.  (AT  15TH) 
SAN  FRANCISCO.  CA  94103 


OUTSTANDING 
SELECTION  OF 
ORGANICALLY 
GROWN  FRUITS 
AND 

VEGETABLES 

AT 

AFFORDABLE 

PRICES 


MSCOUNTS 
ON  MOST  CASE  OR 
BULK  FILM  PURCHASES 

THE  STORE 


store  hours  mon^sat  900  - 8:30 
sun.  10KX)-  8:30 


phone  (415)863-0620 


Quality  Fast  Service 
at  Low,  Low  Prices 


Pads  & shoes 
Cuoronteed  for  life! 

1 . Free  brake  inspection 

2.  Install  new  Bendix  pads 
or  heavy  duty  shoes* 

3.  Repack  wheel  bearings 

4.  Anti-squeak  treatment 

5.  Road  Test 

* Bendix  Brakes  with  lifetime  guarantee 


CLUTCH 

Special  from 

$2479S* 

Guaranteed 
2 yr. ,20,000  miles  on  parts 
1 yr 12,000  miles  on  labor 

• Front  wheel  drive  included 

• New  factory  parts  for 
imports  and  most 
domestics  (not  rebuilt) 

• Free  lifetime  service 
adjustment 

1 . Pressure  Plate 

2.  Clutch  Disc 

3.  Throw  out  Bearing 

4.  Pilot  Bearing 


Discount  Brake  & Clutch 

740  Valencia  Street  (between  I8th  and  19th) 
431-9400  M-F  7:30  - 7:00  • SAT  8:00  - 6:00 

Must  present  ad  when  service  order  is  written.  Call  for  waranty  details.  ‘Most  cars  and  light  trucks.  ‘Metallic  pads 
extra.  Sometimes  additional  parts  and  labor  may  be  complete  the  repair  properly.  Cost  may  be  substantial  We  provide 
the  highest  quality  service  di  ihe  lowest  posable  pnee 


Bendix 


BRAKES 

Special  from 

S4795 

Front  or  rear 


SMOG  INSPECTION 


Plus  we  will  beat  any 
advertised  price  lower  th« 


ours  by  S2.00 


SI#*50  7 

| for  cert. 

FREE  RETEST  WHILE-U-WAIT 
W HEN_WORK_l  SD  ONE_  HERE_ 

LUBE,  OILS*  FILTER 

/\qc  • Up  to  5 quarts 

* I W”  • Replace  Oil  Filter 
• Check  Vital  Fluid  Levels 


TUNE  UP 

$^79s 

J # 4 cyl. 


& SERVICE 

47.95  6 cyl. 

57.95  8 cyl. 


n 


n 


Smog  Stop 

4199  Mission  St. 
334-7664 

3 Blocks  from  Silver 
M-F  8-6:30  & 8-5 


Discount  Smog  & 
Lube 

3300  Army  Street 
647-7665 

Olympic  Gas  at  S.  Van  Ness 
M-F  8-6:30  & SAT  8-5 
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.00  well  the  winds  of  change  are  swirl- 
ing about,  gaining  speed.  It  is  the  time  of  the 
beginning  and  the  end.  Huge  symbols  of  the 
heartless  mean-spiritedness  of  the  patriarchy 
are  crumbling  the  adversity  of  the  USSR/USA, 
Palestine/Israel,  South  Africa/South  Africa. 
The  next  millennium,  when  all  the  patriarchy’s 
old  tyrannies  will  be  thrown  off. 

There  are  also  signs  that  the  patriarchy  will 
not  go  gentle  into  that  good  night.  We  aren’t 
yet  done  with  the  ravages  of  the  patriarchy. 
And  before  it  is  over,  it  will  probably  get  very 
ugly,  bloody,  and  perhaps  monstrous. 

There  has  been  a recent  spate  of  court 
cases  attacking  women  who’ve  dared  to  speak 
up  about  childhood  sexual  abuse.  There’s  the 
Ramona  case,  a father  getting  his  way  with  his 
daughter,  with  a jury.  Even  though  his  wife 
says  she  knows  what  really  happened,  these 
women’s  voices  aren’t  only  not  being  heard, 
they  are  suppressed.  To  add  to  the  complexity 
comes  the  reminder  that  patriarchy  does  not 
necessarily  mean  “men”;  there’s  a woman 
suing  Laura  Davis,  the  author  of  The  Courage 
to  Heal  Workbook.  Nasty  thing,  that.  These 
issues  go  to  the  root  of  what  the  past  thousand 
years  have  been  like,  especially  for  women. 

Feminism  has  steadily,  persistently  em- 
powered women  throughout  this  century.  We  . 
have  recouped  a great  deal  of  lost  ground.  In 
this  decade  women  are  facing  the  devil  directly. 

In  the  early  ’70s  women  fought  for  sexual 
and  reproductive  freedom.  That  was  okay 
with  the  patriarchy  because  it  lessened,  to 
some  extent,  the  difficulties  of  sexual  relations 
between  genders.  So  the  patriarchy  let  us  have 
our  way.  Now  in  this  decade  we  are  getting  a 
serious  fight  because  we  have  now  moved  to  a 
place  of  clarification.  We  have  absolute  con- 
trol over  our  bodies  and,  not  only  that,  control 


of  the  space  surrounding  our  bodies,  our  sel- 
ves. 

Women  have  said  recently  it’s  not  okay  to 
say  and  do  anything  you  want  with  a woman 
sexually  unless  she’s  consented;  not  even  by 
sexual  innuendo,  privilege,  persuasion,  harass- 
ment or  insinuation.  No  one,  no  husband, 
father,  son,  brother,  lover,  boss  has  a right  to 
any  woman’s  personal  and  physical  self  — not 
to  his  wife,  daughter,  sister,  lover,  executive 
assistant. 

The  patriarchy  is  fighting  back  hard  on  this 
one.  Every  woman  who  raises  her  voice  is 
being  ridiculed,  harassed,  sued,  humiliated, 
shamed.  This  isn’t  new.  Raped  and  battered 
women  have  experienced  this  for  quite  some 
time.  Yet,  these  latest  women’s  voices  are 
most  threatening  because  the  abuse,  harass- 
ment stories  they  tell,  the  challenges  they 
make,  dig  at  the  roots  of  misogyny. 

The  patriarchy  is  scared  because  the  sup- 
port that  these  women  have  is  so  apparently 
broad,  it’s  hard  to  suppress  and  contain.  Every 
kind  of  woman  identified  with  Lorena  Bobbitt. 

I heard  the  opinion  of  two  women  on  national 
television.  One,  a gossip  columnist  for  the 
Washington  Post,  said  if  Lorena  hadn’t  done 
it,  she  would  have.  The  other,  a fashionably 
dressed,  high  in  the  Bush  administration 
Republican,  said  what  this  case  shows  is  there’s 
a certain  kind  of  treatment  of  women  that’s 
been  deemed  permissible;  and  it’s  not. 

The  Courage  to  Heal  is  widely  read  and 
comes  from  the  very  best  radical  legacy  of  the 
women’s  lib  movement  of  the  ’70s.  Our 
Bodies.  Our  Selves  started  as  a self-help  book 
and  rattled  the  medical  presumptions  that  had 
destroyed  women's  bodies.  Women  could 
have  gone  to  jail  for  publishing  that  book. 
Courage...  rattles  the  presumptions  of  law, 
challenges  the  strangulating  limits  of  psychol- 
ogy restraints. 


JESSIE’S  MARKET 

COPIES  -30  each 
BUD  BEER  $3.99/1 2 pk  ens 

+ tx  + cry.  after  rebate  from  Budweiser 
3380  - A 20th  Street  * San  Francisco  CA  94110 

at  South  Van  Ness  Ave. 

(415)  826-3848 


SAN  FRANCISCO  COMIC  BOOK  CO. 

3335  - 23rd  St. 


Anita  Hill  had  a rough  time  of  it,  yet  the 
door  she  opened  is  swung  wide  now  and  there 
are  women  pouring  through  with  their  own 
accounts.  To  demonstrate  against  harassment 
(to  read,  “privilege  of  sexual  favors"),  women 
from  the  House  dared  to  cross  the  line  into  the 
Senate  to  support  their  women  colleagues 
there.  Alice  Walker  is  rattling  ancestral,  ethnic 
traditions  with  her  stories  of  genital  mutilation 
of  women.  Lesbians  are  all  over  the  covers  of 
national  magazines;  we  are  always  a sign  of 
women  rebelling.  No  lines,  no  rules,  no  laws, 


no  protocol,  no  wedding  band  can  contain 
women  at  this  moment. 

These  are  powerful  women,  women  who 
will  not  be  stopped;  no  matter  how  ugly, 
bloody,  monstrous  it  gets.  It’s  not  because 
we’re  right.  It’s  because  there’s  a wind  rising, 
stirring  us  up,  moving  us  rapidly  along;  because 
there  is  a new  millennium  ending  and  begin- 
ning. So  we  hang  onto  our  hats,  know  where 
our  feet  are  and  keep  walking  and  howling  with 
the  wind.  Thank  you,  Thelma  and  Louise. 


1 m\  1— 1 


MISSION  CAMERA  SHOP 

• Color  and  Black  & White  Developing 

• Camera  Sales  and  Camera  Repairs 

• Dark  Room  Supplies 

• Retouching  and  Hand  Coloring 

• Slides,  Prints,  Super  8 or  Regular  8 

Movies  onto  Video  Cassettes 

1089  Valencia  Street  (near  22nd) 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
(415)  641-8396 


CSfeKfelfro 

l RESTAURANT 


between  mission  a Valenica 
SAN  FRANCISCO  CA  OA1IO 
1-415)  550-9158 


dtnonj  til©  fao;  tiie  oju  rtjfdurdnt! 


©pen.  Monldy  diru  Sdturtd< 


3292  -22nd  Street 

esouina  Valencia 

282-8867 


LUNCH 
11  3:30  pm 

DINNER 
5 — 11  pm 


PAGE  20  • NEW  MISSION  NEWS  • JUNE  1994 


527  Valencia  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA 


(415)  863-9328 
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FRIDAY,  JUNE  3 


★ Pool  Table  COCKTAIL  LOUNGE 

★ Big  Screen  T.V. 

★ CD  Juke  Box  ART  SHOWS 


WEDNESDAY  NIGHT 
POETRY  READINGS 
HAPPY  HOURS  12  - 7 PM 
Draft  Beer  Bud  $1.50  Red  Hook  $2.50 


PM 

u-i 


• Pottery  on  the  wheel 
and  hand 
building 

classes 

• Low-fire,  raku, 
and  high-fire 
reduction 

• Fees  include  a two- 
hour  weekly  class,  all 
materials,  and  additional  studio  time 

• For  more  information,  call  431-6296 

NEXT  CLASSES  START 
IN  JULY 


Contemporary 

& 

Traditional 

African 
Arabic,  Latin 
& 

Caribbean 

Music 


«fsi 

CD  - CS  • LP  ■ VIDEO 


Store  Hours:  M-Sa:  12-7;  Su  1-6 

593  GUERRERO  STREET  (BETWEEN  17TH  & 18TH ) 

(415)  255-8411 


/ OYE ! 


A Lusty  Fable  - Romeo  and  Ju!iet\Adam 
and  Eve  an  evening  length  revisionist  fairy  tale 
by  the  dadaistic  Dziga  Vertov  Performance 
Group  has  dancing,  singing,  spoken  text  and 
projected  images  plus  an  eclectic  score  that 
includes  Prokofiev,  Polka,  and  Punk  Rock. 
One  stop  shopping  for  true  culture  vultures. 
Theater  Artaud  450  Florida  St.,  8 pm,  $ 14.  Call 
621-7797.  ALSO  PLAYS  ON  SATURDAY 
JUNE  4. 

A Liltful  Forum  - 20th  Century  Forum, 
works  by  contemporary  composers,  is  per- 
formed on  harp  clarinet  and  flute.  Community 
Music  Center  544  Capp  St.,  8 pm,  $3-8.  Call 
647-6015. 

Killin’  Whitey  - A series  of  short  but  radi- 
cal third  world  youth  films  and  videos,  followed 
by  words  of  wisdom  from  local  rappers.  ATA 
992  Valencia  St.,  8:30  pm,  $5.  Call  824-3890. 


SATURDAY,  JUNE  4 

Community  Health  and  Resource  Fair  - 
This  is  the  first  of  what  will  be  an  annual  event 
giving  Mission  District  families  comprehensive 
information  on  health  resources  available  in 
the  community.  Food,  activities,  and  games  for 
the  kids.  Sanchez  Elementary  School  425 
Sanchez,  1 1 am  to  2 pm,  free.  Call  342-7937  or 
864-5205. 

Antero  Alli’s  The  Oracle  - The  SF 
premiere  of  Seattle  based  Alli’s  videofilm  in- 
corporating the  surreal  elements  of  Pablo 
Neruda’s  Book  of  Questions  and  a musical 
soundtrack  from  Sage  and  Utterance  Tongue. 
ATA  992  Valencia  St.,  8:30  pm,  $5.  Call  824- 
3890. 

“Anything  That  Moves”  Mag  Benefit  - 
L-Sid,  Harvest  Theory,  and  Rummage  Sale 
perform  to  support  this  polymorphously  per- 
verse publication  of  the  bisexual  community. 
Komotion  2779  16th  St.,  10  pm,  $5.  Call  861- 
6423. 

Chile  Sings  - Through  the  voices  of  Rafael 
Manriquez,  Mochi  Parra  and  Miguel  De  La 
Fuente.  Pena  Del  Sur  2870-A  22nd  St.,  9:30 
pm,  $5.  Call  550-1 101. 


SUNDAY,  JUNE  5 

Happy  Birthday  Jesus  - Richard  Ruiz 
reads  from  his  controversial  new  novel  about 
urban  violence,  Happy  Birthday  Jesus,  which 
has  been  touted  as  the  Latino  version  of 
Richard  Wright’s  Native  Son.  Modern  Times 
Books  888  Valencia  St.,  7:00  pm.,  free. 

Gender  Rendered  Open  Mike  - Open 
Michelle  Night  invites  women  poets,  com- 
ediennes and  performers  to  strut  their  stuff. 
Old  Wives’  Tales  1009  Valencia  St.,  7 pm, 
arrive  by  6:45  to  sign  up,  or  call  821-4675. 

Land  of  Tunes  - The  jazz  quartet  A Night 
In  Tunisia  with  Kash  Killion,  Zeke  Nealy, 
Terence  Richardson  and  Baba  Duru  performs 
at  Radio  Valencia  1 199  Valencia  St.  8:30  pm 
$5.  Call  826-1199. 


MONDAY,  JUNE  6 

Lesbian  Apparition  - Author  Terry  Castle 
Jiscusses  her  book  The  Apparitional  1 .eshian 
1 cultural  and  literary  history  of  lesbian  lives 
that  looks  at  a variety  of  women  including 
Marie  Antoinette  and  Greta  Garbo.  Modern 
Times  Books  8 88  Valencia  St.,  7:30  pm,  free. 


TUESDAY,  JUNE  7 

Pet  Loss  Support  Group  - Consolation  for 
grieving  pot  owners  moderated  by  Dr.  Betty 
Carmack.  S.F.  SPCA  2500  16th  St.  7:30  pm, 
free.  Call  554-3000. 

Pre-school  Cinema  - A half  hour  of  short 


films  for  the  3-5  age  group.  Mission  Branch 
Library  3359  24th  St.,  10  am,  1 1 am,  and  2 pm, 
free.  Call  695-5090 


African  American  Performance  Art  Fes- 
tival - This  opening  evening  event  features 
excerpted  performances  by  each  of  the  festival 
participants  who  will  be  appearing  over  the 
following  four  nights:  Rhodessa  Jones,  Porno 
Afro  Homos,  Laurie  Carlos,  Robbie  Mc- 
Cauley, the  Medea  Project,  Roger  Guenveur 
Smith,  Sekou  Sundiata,  Craig  Harris  and 
Stephanie  Alston.  Theater  Artaud  450  Florida 
St.,  8 pm,  $16.  Call  621-7797. 

Poet  American  Performance  - A reading 
by  Rilke-like  Sherod  Santos  and  award  winning 
Stephanie  Marlis.  Intersection  for  the  Arts  446 
Valencia  St.,  8 pm,  $2-4.  Calll  626-2787. 


WEDNESDAY,  JUNE  8 

Rbymnio’  Robin  - A reading  and  recep- 
tion for  Robin  Blaser,  author  of  The  Holy 
EoiSSi.  Small  Press  Traffic  3599  24th  St.,  6:30 
pm,  donations.  Call  285-8394. 

Rape  Crisis  Counselor  Training  for 
Women  of  Color  Only  - Sponsored  by  SF 
Women  Against  Rape;  for  information  about 
internships  volunteering  or  anything  else  call 
Jamie  or  Andrea  at  821-2024. 


THURSDAY,  JUNE  9 

Black  and  Blue;  Pomo  And  Homo  - 

Rhodessa  Jones’  autobiographical  perfor- 
mance piece  “The  Blue  Stories:  Black  Erotica 
About  Letting  Go”  and  a look  at  the  Black  and 
Gay  identity  dilemma  from  Pomo  Afro 
Homos.  Night  two  of  the  Afro-American  Per- 
formance Festival.  Theater  Artaud  450 
Florida  St.,  8:00  pm,  $14.  Call  621-7197. 

Escrita  Por  Vida  - A creative  writing 
workshop  for  HTV+  and  HTV-  gay  Latino 
men.  Modern  Times  Books  888  Valencia  St, 
7:30  pm,  free. 


FRIDAY,  JUNE  10 

Red,  White  and  Blue  and  Black  - “Persim- 
mon Peel”  an  improvisation  with  text,  made  up 
Language,  songs  dreams,  and  an  analysis  of 
African  American  patriotism  performed  by 
Laurie  Carlos  and  Robbie  McCauley. 
Preceded  by  a performances  by  Medea 
Project:  Theater  for  Incarcerated  Women. 
Night  three  of  the  Afro-American  Perfor- 
mance Festival.  Theater  Artaud  450  Florida 
St.,  8:00  pm,  $16.  Call  621-7797. 

Pervo  Delights  - Two  films  with  an  XXX 
rating  “Goddess  Bunny”  - gender  bent 
deviance  and  other  smutty  hijinks  in  L.A.-  and 
“Kiva  Corrected”  an  interdisciplinary  work 
produced,  directed  and  starring  that  S&M 
Sinderella  Kiva.  ATA  992  Valencia  St.,  8:30 
pm,  $5.  Call  824-3890.  ALSO  PLAYS  ON 
SATURDAY  JUNE  11. 

Komotion  Promotion  - Bedlam  Rovers, 
the  Drags  and  surprise  guests  play  their  butts 
off  in  the  neverending  saga  of  saving 
Komotion’s.  Komotion  2779  16th  St.,  10  pm, 
$5  minimum  donation.  Call  861-6423. 


SATURDAY,  JUNE  11 

Off  the  Tags  - Graffiti  Paint-Out  and 
Neighborhood  Clean-Up  Sponsored  by  Mis- 
sion Renaissance.  Grab  a broom  and  a brush 
and  join  in.  Meet  your  neighbors.  St.  John’s 
Church  15th  and  Julian  9:30  am  to  12  noon  . 
Call  647-2767. 

Classic  Originals  and  Original  Classics  - 
The  Community  Music  Center’s  Inner  City 
Young  Musicians  Program  presents  its  year 
end  concert  of  classical  and  original  composi- 
tions. Community  Music  Center  544  Capp  St., 
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1 1 am,  followed  by  an  all  school  recital  at  3 pm, 
both  free.  Call  647-6015. 

Latitude  36.4  - A musical  drama  about  a 
group  of  musical  teenagers  on  a voyage  of 
discovery,  written  by  Urs  Leonhardt  Steiner. 
Columbia  Park  Boys’  Club  450  Guerrero,  3 
pm,  free.  Call  647-6015.  ALSO  ON  JUNE  12 
AT  3 PM. 

Long  Hair  Jam  - Cellist  Howard  Coif  and 
pianists  Newton  and  Vonise  Friedman  get 
down  and  hit  you  with  some  licks  from 
Schubert,  Vivaldi,  Prokofiev  and  other  long 
dead  hep  cats.  Community  Music  Center  544 
Capp  St.,  8 pm,  free.  Call  647-6015. 

African  American  Performance  Festival 
Night  Four  - Performance  work  by  Roger 
Guenver  Smith  and  “The  Circle  Unbroken  Is 
A hard  Bop”  a blend  of  poetry  music  and 
theater  with  poet  Sekou  Sundiata,  musician\ 
actor  Craig  Harris  and  actress  Stephanie 
Alston.  Theater  Artaud  450  Florida  St.,  8 pm, 
S25.  Call  621-7797. 

Toonsters  Turn  Two  -Pena  Del  Sur  the 
Mission’s  unique  Center  of  Latin  American 
Song  celebrates  its  second  anniversary  with  an 
all  star  extravaganza.  Pena  Del  Sur  2870-A 
22nd  St.,  9:30  pm,  $5.  Call  550-1 101. 


SUNDAY,  JUNE  12 

Natural  History  On  Wheels  - A 5 hour 
bicycle  tour  of  the  city’s  ecosystem  conducted 
by  members  of  the  SF  Native  Plants  Society 
and  the  SF  Bicycle  Coalition.  Meet  at  the 
Bridge  over  Islais  Creek  on  Third  St.  J ust  south 
of  Army,  1 1 am,  free.  Bring  a lunch  and  a bike. 
Call  751-BIKE. 

Summer  Sunday  Sundae  - Year  end 
chamber  music  concert  by  students  of  Betty 
Wong  at  the  Community  Music  Center  544 
Capp  St.  4 pm,  free.  Call  647-6015. 

(Road)  Killer  Jazz  - The  Splatter  Trio  at 
Radio  Valencia  1 199  Valencia  St.,  8:30  pm,  $5. 
Call  826-1199. 


African  American  Performance  Art  Fes- 
tival Finale  - A cabaret\variety  evening  featur- 
ing Band  of  Poets,  Glenn  Spearman  and 
Wayne  Corbitt,  Nina  St.  Louis,  Aisha  Jenkins 
and  Daphne  Stevens.  Theater  Artaud  450 
Florida  St.,  7:00  pm,  $14.  Call  621-7797. 


TUESDAY,  JUNE  14 

# 

Sex  On-Line  - A workshop  on  the  art  of 
cruising  the  computer  bulletin  board  sex  scene. 
Good  Vibrations  1210  Valencia  St.,  8 pm,  $20 
pre-registration  required.  Call  974-8980. 

The  Best  of  Malveaux  - Economist, 
educator,  columnist  and  factotum  progressive 
gadfly  Julianne  Malveaux  discusses  her  com- 
pilation book  of  columns  written  between  1988 
and  1993.  Sex.  Lies  and  Stereotypes:  Perspec- 
tives Of  A Mad  Economist  Modern  Times 
Books,  888  Valencia  St.,  7:30  pm,  free. 

Metaphor  Orgy  - A reading  and  publica- 
tion party  for  The  Art  of  Practice:  45  Contem- 
porary Posts,  most  of  whom  will  be  there. 
Intersection  for  the  Arts  446  Valencia  St.,  8 
pm,  $3-4.  Call  626-2787 


WEDNESDAY,  JUNE  15 

Community  Forum  on  Prostitution  - Mis- 
sion residents  are  encouraged  attend  to  com- 
ment on  the  issue  of  prostitution.Sponsored  by 
the  Mayor’s  Mission  Taskforce  and  the  Board 
of  Supervisors’  Taskforce  on  Prostitution. 
Horace  Mann  School  23rd  at  Bartlett,  7 pm, 
free.  Call  Ron  Norlin  558-0421  or  Ethel 
Newlin  864-5205. 

Open  Gay  and  Lesbian  Reading  - Prose 
and  poetry  writers  are  invited  to  this  unique 
Bay  Area  event.  Modern  Times  Books  888 
Valencia  St.,  7:30  pm,  free. 


THURSDAY,  JUNE  16 


Sweet  Doomed  Angel  - Laurel  Sharp,  who 
created  the  handmade  postcard  line  of  this 
name  will  be  on  hand  for  this  opening  of  a 
month  long  exhibit  of  her  photography.  Good 
Vibrations  1210  Valencia  St.,  4 pm,  free  Call 
974-8980. 


Fat  Women  Speak  - Two  of  the  con- 
tributors to  this  anthology  by  24  fat  women  talk 
about  their  escape  from  Weight  loss  madness. 
Old  Wives’  Tales  1009  Valencia  St.,  8 pm, 
$3-10.  Call  821-4675. 

East  Comes  West  - The  West  Coast  debut 
of  New  York’s  Chen  & Dancers.  This  group 
combines  an  Asian  performance  heritage  with 
contemporary  Western  modern  dance,  is  the 
largest  Asian  American  dance  company  in  the 
country.  Theater  Artaud  450  Florida  St.,  8 pm, 
$12-18.  ALSO  PLAYS  ON  FRIDAY  AND 
SATURDAY  AT  8 AND  SUNDAY  AT  3 
PM.  Call  621-7797. 


FRIDAY,  JUNE  17 

Eat  Me  - A multimedia  (video,  perfor- 
mance, photography  and  art  installation)  ex- 
ploration of  the  traditions,  rituals  and 
celebrations  associated  with  food.  Includes 
free  food!  The  first  in  the  Eat  Me,  Drink  Me, 
Kiss  Me  Trilogy  by  Siren  Says,  an  all  woman 
production  company.  BUILD  483  Guerrero 
St.,  7 pm.  Call  431-9535. 

Rollins’  Own  - Video  of  a spoken  word 
performance  by  fab  rock  guy  Henry  Rollins 
who  has  been  likened  to  Lenny  Bruce  and 
Richard  Pryor.  ATA  992  Valencia  St.,  8:30 
pm,  $5.  Call  824-3890. 


SATURDAY,  JUNE  18 

Isadora  Intensive  - Masterclass  lecture 
dance  overview  of  the  technique  of  Isadora 
Duncan  by  dance  therapist,  historian,  critic, 
teacher  and  choreographer  Dr.  Joanna  G. 
Harris.  Isadora  Duncan  Dance  Center  3435 
Army  Studio  202  (corner  of  Valencia),  10  am 
- 12:30  am,  $25.  Call  587-0730. 

My  Country  Right  or  Wynette  - Country 
music  by  Nearly  Beloved.  Radio  Valencia  1 199 
Valencia  St.,  6:30  pm,  free.  Call  826-1199. 


SUNDAY,  JUNE  19 

Early  and  Eastern  Music  - The  students  of 
Community  Music  Center  instructor  Shirley 
Wong-Frentzel  in  concert.  CMC  544  Capp  St., 
4 pm,  free.  Call  647-6015. 

Jazz  Apocalypse  - The  After  the  End  of  the 
World  Quartet  live  at  Radio  Valencia  1199 
Valencia  St.,  8:30  pm,  free.  Call  826-1 199. 


MONDAY,  JUNE  20 

Cheap  Passions  Workshop  - This  six  week 
session  in  experimental  fiction  and  personal 
narrative  promises  to  move  you  into  the 
luminous  zones  of  creative  freedom  with  heap- 
ing helpings  of  fiery  invective  and  soulful 
diatribes  along  ihe  way.  $75  in  advance,  enroll- 
ment limited:  call  Molly  Hankwitz  at  255-8547. 


WEDNESDAY,  JUNE  22 

Forrest’s  Flashpoint  - Katherine  V.  For- 
rest billed  as  “America’s  most  popular  lesbian 
writer”  discusses  her  new  novel  Flashpoint. 
Old  Wives’  Tales  1009  Valencia  St..  8:00,  $3- 
10.  Call  821-4676. 


FRIDAY,  JUNE  24 

Fowl  Film  - “Chicken  Village"  Cyrus 
Amini’s  tale  of  “free  souls  sailing  the  uncharted 
waters  in  the  fishbowl  of  modern  life"  share: 
the  bill  with  Bruce  Miller's  “442"  an  autoerotic 
romance  with  a real  auto.  ATA  992  Valencia 
St.,  8:30  pm,  $5.  Call  824-3890. 


SATURDAY,  JUNE  25 


!lear,Hear!\  Woof  Woof!  - Hearing  Dog 
graduation  ceremonies  for  clever  canines 
trained  to  assist  deal  and  hard-of-hearing 
humans.  UCSF  Mission  Center  1855  Folsom, 
1 1 am,  free.  Call  554-3020 


A Classic  Cast*  of  Tickled  Ivory  - Pianist 
Allison  Lovcjoy  plays  Bach,  Ilaydn,  l.istz  and 
more  guys  like  them.  Community  Music  Cen- 
ter 544  Capp  St..  8 pin,  free.  Call  647-6015. 


SUNDAY,  JUNE  26 

Goodhearted  Jazz  - The  Matthew  Good- 
heart  Quintet  plays  Radio  Valencia  1 199 
Valencia  St.,  8:30  pm,  $5.  Cal  826-1 199. 


THE-frlD  rlkN 


TUESDAY,  JUNE  28 

Why  Do  You  Think  They  Call  Them 
Balls?  - Athlete  Mariah  Burton  Nelson  talks 
about  her  book  iM.SirQQger  Women  </<?L 
The  More  Men  Love  Football,  an  analysis  of 
what  the  world  of  sports  can  tell  us  about  the 
relationship  between  men  and  women. 
Modern  times  Books  888  Valencia  St.,  7:30 
pm,  free. 


BX  RlCO 


FOUR 


AMYWAy...  50  CHfcK 

this  our : — 


WEDNESDAY,  JUNE  29 

The  Serpent's  Gift  - Helen  Elaine  Lee 
reads  from  her  first  novel,  the  story  of  two 
African-  American  families  from  1910  to  the 
present.  Modern  times  Books  888  Valencia 
St.,  7:30  pm,  free. 

ADULT 


SERVICES 


Date  Tonight!! 
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& 

SEXY 
Thing 


18  or  OLDER 
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ROUND  WORLD 
MUSIC  REVIEW 


by  Robert  Leaver 


P erhaps  the  most  exciting  record  of 
1993  was  Africando.  which  featured  three  top 
singers  from  Senegal,  West  Africa,  teamed 
with  an  arranger  from  Mali  and  a host  of  top 
New  York  salsa  and  Latin  jazz  musicians.  Now 
Volume  Two,  Tierra  Tradicional.  recorded 
during  the  same  sessions  as  Volume  One,  is 
out.  They  waste  no  time;  starting  with  a smok- 
ing vamp,  Ronnie  Baro,  of  Orq.  Broadway 
fame,  sings  G.  Portabales’  classic  “Carretero,” 
with  the  African  singers  working  the  chorus  in 
Wolof.  The  title  cut  features  the  deep  baritone 
sax  riff  from  Beny  More’s  classic  "Santa  Isabel 
dc  las  Lajas,”  while  the  singers  chant  "Que  viva 
Africa,  tierra  tradicional."  Que  Viva! 

Volume  Two,  like  Volume  One,  is  a su- 
perb example  of  multiculturalism;  and  the 
quality  of  musicianship,  arrangement  and 
production  shows  that  such  a project  can 
achieve  the  highest  common  ground.  Tierra 
Tradicional  also  features  a high-energy 
charanga-style  t unc,  and  a bolero  that  starts  off 
quietly  with  Medoune  Diallo’s  painfully  sweet 
nasal  vocal  and  then  brings  in  some  truly  out- 
standing horn  play.  Throughout  the  entire 
record,  the  horns  blow  me  away,  especially  the 
sax  work  of  Jose  "Chombo’’  Silva  and  Mario 
Rivera. 

"Samba  Thiel"  quotes  I.  Rivera's  "Molien- 
do  Cafe,”  as  Pape  Seek’s  gruff  voicetdds  the 
raw  emotion  appropriate  to  this  homage. 
ITiere  is  even  a tune  where  they  break  into  “La 
Bamba"  and  it  doesn’t  sound  tired.  My 
favorite  is  a remake  of  an  Ore.  Baobab  tune, 
“Ndiabaane,”  sung  by  its  original  singer  Diallo, 
where  the  rhythm  section  locks  it  down,  allow- 
ing the  vocalists  and  horns  to  improvise.  This 
recording  captures  what  must  have  been  a 
truly  magical  recording  session. 

Tito  Puente,  with  more  than  100  records 
under  his  bell,  has  put  together  an  incredible 


lineup  for  his  Golden  Latin  Jazz  all  Stars  in 
Session.  It  features  such  greats  as  Andy  Gon- 
zalez on  bass,  Ignacio  Berroa  on  drums, 
Mongo  Santamaria  on  congas,  the  hot  young 
drummer  Giovanni  Hidalgo  on  congas  and 
bongo,  Charlie  Sepulveda  on  trumpet,  and  the 
veterans  Dave  Valentin  on  flute  and  Mario 
Rivera  (mentioned  above  on  Africando!  on 
tenor  and  soprano  sax.  This  is  a well-executed, 
serious  record  that  shows  how  Latin  jazz 
should  be  done. 

Cuban-born  pianist  Alfredo  Rodriguez’ 
release  entitled  Para  Yova  brings  together 
musicians  from  Cuba,  Brazil,  England,  Haiti 
and  Italy  to  play  a diversity  of  Latin  styles. 
Recorded  in  France,  this  international  effort 
has  folkloric  and  jazzy  elements  and,  of  course, 
the  son.  Pedro  Calvo,  Jr.,  former  singer  with 
Los  Van  Van,  sings  on  “Mi  negra  esta  brava 
conmigo,”  as  the  band  vamps  on  a modern  son. 
“Maria  y Maria”  features  only  Alfredo  on 
piano  with  one  drummer.  “Yoya,”  a “tumba 
francesa”  (which  comes  from  the  Haitian  in- 
fluence in  Oriente  when  many  people  fled  to 
Cuba  during  the  Haitian  revolution  in  the  late 
18th  century),  could  have  been  recorded  100 
years  ago.  “Africa  93"  starts  off  with  bata 
drums  then  breaks  into  a full  blown  big-band 
montuno.  ’’Mariana"  is  a classic  merengue 
with  the  nonstandard  piano  in  the  mix.  The 
recording  ends  on  a mellow  jazzy  ballad  show- 
casing the  piano.  This  adventurous  project 
should  be  respected. 

Coming  soon  on  CD  is  one  of  the  most 
sought-after  LPs  from  the  New  York  salsa 
world:  Grupo  FplKlQriw  y F-xpepmem?l 
Nuevavorquinho.  This  double  LP  features 
material  recorded  in  the  Gonzalez  brothers’ 
basement,  with  Jerry  on  congas  and  Andy  on 
bass.  Basically,  these  were  jam  sessions,  and 
some  of  the  heaviest  musicians  from  Latin 
New  York  can  be  heard  in  their  prime.  A 
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OFFICE  SPACES  TO  SHARE 
(2)  - 80  & 100  sq.ft. 

at  3362  -24th  St„  S.F. 

(Across  from  Public  Library) 

Ideal  for  a small  business 
or  non-profit  organization. 

Inquire  at  THE  ELVES 
or  call:  (415)824-4418 


J 


must  check-it-out. 

Watch  for  some  shows  coming  up  in  June 
during  the  World  Cup.  Les  Tetes  Brulees 
from  Cameroon  should  be  in  the  area,  and 


perhaps  the  great  bloco-afro  from  Bahia  in 
Brazil,  Ododum.  Until  next  month,  keep  lis- 
tening — Oye! 
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807  Valencia 

(at  19th  Street) 

824-3494 

Open  Everyday 

11:00-11:00 

No  chemicals,  no  hormones 

Natural  Beef  Burgers  • Veggie  Burgers  • Fries  • Hot  Dogs  & Shakes 


DON'T  LET  YOUR 
MEMORIES  FADE 
AWAY 

Bring  us  your  photos,  old,  new,  black  & white  or  color,  or 
instants  and  we'll  make  photographic  duplicates  of  them: 

• Right  here  in  our  store  • While  you  wait 

• No  negative  required  • Reduce  or  enlarge 
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ONE  HOUR  PHOTO 


2859  Mission  Street  (btwn  24th&25th) 

San  Francisco,  Ca  941 10 
(415)  648-6698 

ONE  HOUR  COLOR  PRINT  FILM  DEVELOPING 
Open  7 days 
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DEADBEAT  IN 


PAR  AD  ISE 


by  Frank  Deadbeat 

F' ed  up  with  what  passes  for  life  in  the 
city,  I decided  to  try  my  luck  on  Maui  — which 
is  the  second-largest  and  perhaps  the  grooviest 
of  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  in  case  you  didn’t 
know.  I'd  been  there  before,  in  better  times, 
staying  in  a timeshare  condo,  overlooking  a 
blue-water  cove  embraced  by  arms  of  black 
lava,  and  memories  of  those  visits  — of  swim- 
ming with  the  big  green  sea  turtles  in  the  cove, 
or  sampling  the  local  cash-crop  in  a vine-cur- 
tained cave  — are  sometimes  all  that  sustain 
me  when  I’m  jammed  between  two  fat  reeking 
morons  on  the  #14  Mission,  or  being  arrested 
for  taping  a flyer  to  a telephone  pole  on  Haight 
Street,  or  coming  up  18  cents  short  of  the  price 
of  an  El  Toro  burrito... 

Times  like  those,  I think  of  all  that  lovely 
sushi  swimming  around  in  Hawaiian  waters,  or 
of  the  coconuts  and  mangos  and  papayas  and 
bananas  pendulating  from  the  tropical  trees.  I 
close  my  eyes  and  picture  myself  lolling  on  a 
white  sand  beach  with  a daiquiri  in  one  hand 
and  a passionfruit  in  the  other,  caressed  by 
ocean  breezes  and  the  storytelling  hands  of 
hula  girls,  the  sunlight  glinting  on  the 
water.. .but  then  I have  to  open  them  again 
because  it’s  my  stop,  I have  to  get  off  the  bus 
and  weave  my  way  through  a gauntlet  of  wmos 
and  crack  dealers...well,  enough  is  finally 
enough.  Time  to  cash  it  in  for  a ticket  to 
paradise. 

One  problem:  I’ve  got  nothing  to  cash  in. 
So  I’m  a stowaway.  I creep  aboard  a IJawaii- 
bound  freighter  in  the  middle  of  the  night  like 
a hungry  wharf  rat,  crawl  below  deck,  feel  my 
way  in  the  dark  to  a tiny  niche  behind  a 
bulkhead,  where  I curl  up  like  a prawn  and  pop 
a handfull  of  codeine.  Every  time  I wake  up, 
for  the  next  two  weeks,  I gobble  up  more  pills, 
travelling  more  or  less  in  a state  of  suspended 
animation. 

When  the  ship  docks  in  Lahaina,  Maui,  I’m 
a sleepy,  smiling  skeleton  in  tattered  rags.  I 
sneak  off  the  boat,  and  there  I am  on  Front 


Street,  getting  stares  from  the  tourists,  dirty 
looks  from  the  shop  owners.  “Hey  buddy!” 
one  calls  to  me  from  behind  a bin  of  cheesy 
t-shirts  ("I  GOT  LEIED  ON  MAUI"), 
“You’re  going  the  wrong  way!  The  soup 
kitchen’s  THAT  way!”  I respond  by  flashing 
him  the  "Hang  Loose"  sign,  with  one  extra 
finger  extended.  What  the  hell;  I didn’t  come 
here  to  be  a townie  anyway.  It  is  a little  discon- 
certing to  learn  that  there  are  soup  kitchens  in 
paradise,  though. . 

It  is  against  the  law  on  Maui  to  stand  by  the 
side  of  the  road  and  stick  your  thumb  out,  but 
if  you  simply  stand  by  the  side  of  the  road 
looking  hopeful,  people  will  get  the  idea. 
Tourists  in  air-conditioned  rent-a-cars  will  get 
the  idea  to  keep  right  on  driving,  but  after  a few 
thousand  of  those,  you’re  bound  to  elicit  the 
pity  of  some  Local  Motion  boy  in  a dusty  old 
pickup  truck.  It  is  against  the  law  in  California 
to  ride  in  the  back  of  a pickup  truck,  but  not  on 
Maui.  Nor  is  it  illegal  to  fry  an  egg  under  the 
merciless  sun  on  the  hot  steel  bed  of  a pickup 
truck  on  Maui.  The  smell  of  my  own  flesh  (or 
what  was  left  of  it)  frying  on  the  hot  steel  bed 
was  rather  redolent  of  Spam,  which  is  a favorite 
dish  among  the  locals.  Personally,  I can’t  abide 
the  stuff  but  the  Hawaiians  love  it.  Hawaii  is 
the  world’s  largest  per  capita  consumer  of 
Spam.  Perhaps  its  flavor  recalls  that  of  “long 
pig”,  which  was  a favorite  of  Pacific  Islanders 
in  days  gone  by. 

"HEY  BRA!"  the  driver  calls  out  from  the 
cab  of  the  truck,  “You  cooking  up  some  Spam 
back  there?’’ 

"AAAIIIYEEEEE!"  No  time  to  answer 
more  coherently:  I throw  my  sizzling  self  out 
of  the  moving  frying  pan  into  a prickly  field  of 
pineapple.  Lying  there  under  the  blue  sky  of 
paradise,  impaled  on  100  sharp  green  spikes,  I 
reach  out  for  a ripe  pineapple  growing  beside 
me.  No  sooner  have  I pulled  it  free  than  a 
gleaming  while  police  car  swerves  off  the  road 
and  stops.  I’m  almost  blinded  by  its  glare,  until 
the  sun  is  suddenly  eclipsed  by  a 300-pound 
Samoan  cop,  smiling  and  shaking  his  head. 

"You  stealing  fruit  there,  haole?  Don’t 


699  VALENCIA  ST.  ( AT  18TH ) 552-4429 

UNDER  NEW  MANAGEMENT 


TRY  OUR 

WHOLE  WHEAT  TORTILLAS, 
|ROWN  RICE  AND  BLACK  BEAnH 

FOOD  TO  GO 

Tacos-Burritos-Chile  ReUeno 
Enchiladas-Came  Asada-Flautas 

OPEN  MON-THUR  10  TO  10 
FRI  AND  SAT  10  AM  TO  2 AM 


you  know  this  private  property?  Who  you 
think  you  are  — Gaugin?" 

"Certainly  not,  officer.  I have  always  iden- 
tified more  closely  with  the  post-impres- 
sionists." 

"One  funny  haole,  eh?" 

He  reaches  down  and  plucks  me  from  the 
bed  of  pineapple  spikes  with  a single  mighty 


tug,  his  nostrils  flaring. 

"What  dat  smell?"  he  says,  licking  his  lips. 
“Like  somebody  been  barbecuing  Spam 
around  here." 

(TO  BE  CONTINUED  NEXT 
MONTH:  FRANK  AMONG  THE  CAN- 
NIBALS!) 


Books  And  Toys  For  Grown-ups 

A clean,  well-lighted  place  for  women  and  men 
(and  parents!)  to  shop  for  sex  toys,  books  and 
videos.  From  enlightening  advice,  to  electrifying 
erotica,  you'll  find  it  at 

GOOD  VIBRATIONS 

1210  Valencia  (between  23rd  and  24th  Streets) 
Open  ever y da)'  II  a.m.  - 7 p.m.,  974-8980 


GET  IT. 


GOT  IT. 

RECYCLE 


Check  it  out!  San  Francisco  residents  in  Visitacion  Valley,  OMI,  Bayview 
Hunters  Point,  Excelsior  and  Mission  neighborhoods  can  earn  a chance  for  a 
pair  of  tickets  to  a Giants  game  just  by  recycling  through  the  curbside 
and  apartment  recycling  programs. 

From  June  1st  through  August  31st,  each  time  you  recycle  turn  in  a Giants 
recycling  card.  That  gives  you  up  to  12  chances  to  win  Giants  recycling  tickets! 
For  more  information,  call  554-6193.  Giants  recycling  cards  are  available  at: 


VISITACION  VALLEY 

BAYVIEW  HUNTERS  POINT 

MISSION 

Portola  Recreation  Center 

Bret  Harte  Nursery  & School  Age 

Mission  Neighborhood  Center 

500  Felton 

950  Hollister  Ave 

362  Cape 

Visitacion  Valley  Community  Center 

Bayview  Hunters  Point 

Good  Samanian  Family 

50  Raymono 

Foundation  Youth  Services 

Resource  Center 

Visitacion  Valley  Library 

5015  Third  St 

2871 24th  Si 

45  Leiano 

Hunters  Point  Youth  Park 

Columbia  Park  Boys  Club 

John  McLaren  Nursery  & School  Age 

200  Middle  Pomt  Rd. 

450  Guerrero  St 

2055  Sunnydale 

Hunters  Point  Boys  & Girls  Club 

Valencia  North  Head  Start 

Health  Center  #3 

195  Kiska  Rd. 

673  Valencia  St. 

1525  Sliver  Ave. 

Youngblood  Coleman 

Valencia  South  Head  Start 

Recreation  Center 

675  Valencia  St. 

OMI 

Mendeli  & Galvez  St. 

(Oceanview.  Merced  Heights  & ingieside) 

Las  Amencas  Children's  Center 

OMI  Neighbors  in  Action 

EXCELSIOR 

3200  20th  St 

1111  Junipero  Serra  8lvd. 

Excelsior  Youth  Group 

Mission  Annex  Nursery 

Ocean  View  Recreation  Center 

355  Ocean  Ave. 

421  Bartlett 

Capitol  and  Montana 

Excelsior  Library 

(partial  hstl 

Ingieside  library 

4400  Mission  St. 

San  Francisco 

387  Ashton 

Ingieside  Community  Center 

Excelsior  Playgrouno 
Madnd  (between  Russia  & Persia  I 

RECYCLING 

1345  Ocean  Ave 

Mission  YMCA 

4080  Mission  Si 

THAT'S  THE 
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RECYCLE.! 
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FOR  SALE 

at  affordable  prices 
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11  am  to  7 pm  / Monday  - Thursday 
10  am  to  6 pm  / Friday  * Saturday 


934  Valencia  St.,  (at  20th  st.)  San  Francisco 
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